SAINTS ARE LIVING WITNESSES, ETC.

do not busy themselves about such things
as these, they have business on hand, which
they think is more important; they have the
Latter-day Saints to persecute. They do not
have time to turn their attention, nor their
minds to such trifles as bringing the poor
from the nations of the earth or develop-
ing the resources of this great country. They
have no time for this, they have a far greater
work on hand, opposing the progress of this
people and the fulfillment of the prophecies
of men of God who have lived upon this
earth. That is the view I take of it from my
standpoint. Of course I do not expect others,
outside of the Church, to look at it as I do.
But this people are engaged in what? First,
at the present time, in defending themselves,
trying to secure their lives and property from
men who are seeking to deprive them of
both; they are also continuing their efforts
to bring the downtrodden of Europe and
every other nation, to this land of America,
where they can enjoy freedom and religious
liberty, and have a home and not be servants
of those who are more wealthy than them-
selves. This people are expending millions of
dollars to gather the poor from the nations
of the earth that they, with us, may enjoy the
blessings of religious liberty, and the bless-
ings of this free land.

Why don’t these men who are perse-
cuting us, and all the time telling how
mean and contemptible we are as a people
turn their attention, not to our sins, but
to their own shortcomings, and pick the
beam out of their own eyes before attend-
ing to the mote in ours, and then try and
do something to ameliorate the condition
of the human family? These are simply
my views on this subject, and I would
to God that every man in this great

JOD Vol 17-LIVE.indd 203

203

nation would do right himself and not
seek to persecute his neighbors because he
thinks they are doing wrong! A man might
do a thing in which, according to his con-
science, he would be perfectly justified,
but from my standpoint it would be very
wicked. A heathen might be justified in
doing that which I should consider a great
crime. Shall I go to work and persecute an
individual that does not see exactly as I see?
Should I be justified in doing this? No. If
I see a person in the wrong I am justified
in going to him and trying to teach him
the principles of the Gospel which I find
contained in the Bible, and which God has
revealed to the human family for their sal-
vation; in other words, I should be justified
in trying to lead him in what I believe to
be the path of righteousness, but I should
not be justified in trying to drive him.

Is this the course that is being pur-
sued with us? By no means. The spirit
manifested towards us continually is—
“If you don’t do as we say we will force
you.” Nobody comes here to persuade
us, their object is to compel us to bow
to their wishes. They wish to make us
forsake that which we revere and con-
sider holy, simply because they de-
spise it, and deride it as something that
ought to be put down by force. It is
not a Christian spirit that induces per-
secution, not at all. Why not take the
example of Jesus, whom they profess
to worship? If this people are wrong,
convince them of their error. “Oh,”
say they, “we can’t do it.” It is like the
King of Denmark, Frederick the Seventh,
if I mistake not. The Priests complained
to him and said that they could not put
down the Latter-day Saints, and that
they were proselyting in spite of all they
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