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riches, exaltations, glory and bless-

ings that would continue "while life or

thought or being lasts or immortality en-

dures."

From the loins of Abraham a great

many great Prophets, seers, revelators,

men of God, kings, princes and authori-

ties descended; and they raised up a na-

tion that was powerful in its day and

generation. But they, like others, finally

departed from the laws of God and from

the principles of eternal truth, and then

the power of the Melchizedek Priest-

hood was withdrawn from them, and the

law was added because of transgression,

and although they became a numerous,

great, wealthy, wise and intelligent peo-

ple, yet they lost for a long time the

power, intelligence, life and light of reve-

lation which the Gospel imparts.

Then came the time when Jesus

appeared on the earth. He was "a

lamb slain from before the foundation

of the world," and he came to accom-

plish things which had been planned by

the Almighty before the world was. He

was the Being to whom the antedilu-

vians, and Abraham, and Isaac and Ja-

cob, and the Prophets, Patriarchs and

those who were filled with the Spirit

of God and the light of revelation re-

ferred to, and to whom they looked; to

him pointed all their sacrifices and the

shedding of the blood of bulls and goats,

heifers, lambs, &c. Jesus introduced

the Gospel, and if the people would

have received and obeyed the principles

which he taught, the kingdom of God

would have been established, the dispen-

sation of the fullness of times brought

in, and in the Temple at Jerusalem

the baptisms for the dead would have

gone on, and the redemption of the liv-

ing and the dead would have proceeded.

But the people could not receive the

teachings of Jesus. Here was a dis-

pensation different from any of the oth-

ers.

There was an Elias to come, who was

to turn the hearts of the children to the

fathers, and the hearts of the fathers

to the children; and when it was asked

Jesus—"Art thou the Elias which was

to come, or do we look for another?" it

was told them, "This is he if ye can re-

ceive it." But they could not, and con-

sequently they beheaded John the Bap-

tist and crucified Jesus, and it was de-

clared that not one stone of their mag-

nificent Temple should be left upon an-

other without being thrown down, which

was literally fulfilled, and the ground

upon which it stood was ploughed over.

Jesus told his disciples that when they

saw "Jerusalem encompassed about with

armies they were to flee to the moun-

tains." One of the Prophets, in speak-

ing of the affairs that were then to take

place, said that a certain power should

arise which should make war with and

prevail against the Saints, and that that

power should seek to change the times

and the laws, and that they should be

given into his hand, for a time, and times

and the dividing of times. Very well,

these things have taken place.

We now turn our attention to this

continent, and find that God trans-

planted a people who were of the seed

of Abraham, from Palestine to this con-

tinent. Here they passed through all

kinds of vicissitudes and changes, some-

times abounding in iniquity and vice,

at other times full of virtue; some-

times they acknowledged the hand of

God, and at other times disregarded it;

sometimes they were chastened by the

Almighty, and at other times permit-

ted to go on in their iniquities. At one

time there was a people on this continent

who lived for nearly two hundred years

in the fear of God, under the direction


