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own purposes and build up his kingdom.

He commenced it at his own time, and

he called Joseph Smith and gave him

revelation. He told him about the an-

cient history of the people of this con-

tinent and enabled him to translate it,

he gave him a key to all these things.

He could not have done it without any

more than you or I could. He was in-

debted to God, just as much as you and I

are, and so were his brethren who were

with him. Joseph Smith had many rev-

elations, but who gave them to him, by

what spirit and intelligence were they

unfolded and communicated to his mind?

God revealed them to him, he obeyed the

behests of Jehovah. When God called

him and set him apart he was obedi-

ent, just the same as you and I were.

When the Elders of Israel came forth to

preach the everlasting Gospel we obeyed

it and, through obedience, we obtained

the Spirit of God, and that brought us

into the position which we occupy at the

present time.

And now about the gathering, who

understood anything about it? The an-

cient Prophets prophesied about it, but

what did we know about it, or what do

the world today know about it? Nothing,

only as it has been revealed. If God had

not revealed it we should have been as

ignorant as the rest of mankind are. And

so we should about our sealings, and the

covenants that men and women make

with one another, that the fools around

us do not comprehend; they think we are

fools, but we know they are; that is the

difference between us. We know they

are ignorant, brutish, foolish and know

not God nor his laws, nor the principles

of truth; but we know something about

these things, because God has revealed

them to us.

We heard this morning that this

was a time in which to build Tem-

ples, and you know that we are now en-

gaged in a work of that kind. Why are

we thus engaged? Is it for our sakes

only? God forbid. The Gospel that we

preach is not for ourselves only. We

have not preached it these many years

that we might make money by it. I

have traveled a great many thousands

of miles to preach this Gospel without

purse and without scrip, and I see many

men around and before me who have

done the same thing. Was it for our-

selves? No. Was it because it was pleas-

ant? No, but God had revealed certain

principles to us pertaining to the sal-

vation of the world in which we live;

he had committed a dispensation of the

Gospel to us, and it was woe unto us if

we preached not that Gospel, whether

we liked it or not. But we did like it,

and we went forth in the name of Israel's

God, and God went with us and sanc-

tioned our testimony by his Spirit, and

by the gift of the Holy Ghost. We could

not have done these things or I will ac-

knowledge that I could not, neither could

any of my brethren, unless God had been

with us, we had not sufficient faith and

intelligence; but God imparted his Spirit,

his intelligence and the gift of the Holy

Ghost to the Elders of Israel, and they

went forth bearing precious seed, the

seed of eternal life, and they came again

rejoicing and bringing their sheaves with

them, and here they are gathered into

the garner. What for? For ourselves? No,

we are, or ought to be co-workers with

God in the accomplishment of his pur-

poses in relation to the world in which

we live, and people that have lived before

us, and those that shall come after us.

The principles which we are in posses-

sion of emanated from God. The Priest-

hood which God has revealed emanated


