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and originated with the Gods in the eter-

nal worlds; it is the principle by which

they are governed and by which God gov-

erns all things which exist, and we, as

the servants of God, acknowledge the

hand of God in all these things. Can I

preach, do I have any intelligence? God

imparted it. Can my brethren preach?

have they intelligence? God imparted

it. Did Joseph Smith or Brigham Young

have intelligence? God imparted it.

Have we been delivered at various times,

and has the hand of God beenmanifested

in our behalf? Yes, or we could not have

been here today, the powers of darkness

would have prevailed against us, the en-

emies of Zion would have put their feet

upon our necks, and would have tram-

pled us to the dust of death long ago.

We talk about the intelligence that has

been manifested in connection with this

work. Where did it come from? It came

from God. As you heard this morning,

God, in answer to the prayers of thou-

sands, has inspired his servants and has

given them intelligence to carry on his

work, and it has been carried on un-

der the influence, guidance and direc-

tion of the Spirit of God. Without that

none of us could have done anything

more than the rest of mankind. Who

led us? God. Who has sustained us

here? God, and who will continue to

sustain us? The Almighty. These fools

who think they can trample under foot

the servants of God, and overthrow the

kingdom of God are reckoning without

their host, they are pushing against the

buckler of the Great Jehovah, and they

will find that he will put a hook into

their nose and lead them in a path they

know not of. Israel will rise and shine,

and the power of God will rest upon

his people, and the work that he has

commenced will roll forth "until the

kingdoms of this world shall become the

kingdoms of our God and his Christ, and

he shall rule for ever and ever." The pur-

poses of God are not going to be thwarted

by the folly, vanity and ignorance of men;

and as we had very little to do with intro-

ducing these things, we have really very

little to do with carrying them on. Some-

body was speaking this morning, in ref-

erence to certain men who thought that,

if they left the Church, the work would

not go on; that is perfectly ridiculous.

There are certain things that have to be

accomplished in the economy of God, and

no man or combination of men can stop

them, no influence that the world can ex-

ert can hinder them, for God is at the

helm, and he will roll forth his ownwork.

Hear it, you men of the world, you can-

not go further than God will let you, any

more than the Latter-day Saints can. It

is in God's work that we are engaged.

There is nothing really selfish about our

operations when we come right down to

the bottom of the work; for we are all

engaged with God, and with the spirits

of just men made perfect, and with the

Priesthood that have existed before us,

and with the intelligences that surround

the throne of God; with all these intelli-

gences we are united in the grand work

of rolling forth the designs and purposes

of God. You do not have the Latter-day

Saints only to fight against, but you have

to fight all the just and good who have

lived and died on the earth, and who

live again; and besides these you have to

fight with God and his angels and the in-

telligences who surround his throne.

As Latter-day Saints, we are some-

times apt to think that we must

look after ourselves individually. We

are a good deal like the man who,


