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surplus of females in that nation. A

great multitude of females over and

above that of males, will account for the

peculiar passage of Scripture to which I

will now refer you. It will be found in

the 3rd chapter of Numbers. I have not

time to turn to it and read it, but I will

quote you the substance thereof. Moses

and Aaron were commanded to number

all the males in Israel from a month old

and upward that were called the first-

born among the various tribes. Now the

firstborn does not mean the oldest male

child of the first wife, for sometimes the

first wife has no children, but it means

the firstborn son that is born to the fa-

ther whether by the first wife, or sec-

ond, or third, or any number of wives

that he may have; the term firstborn per-

tains to the first male child that is born

to the father. So it was accounted to

Jacob's family of twelve sons. Reuben

only was called the firstborn of Israel un-

til he lost his birthright, through trans-

gression, which, we are told in the 5th

chapter of first Chronicles, was taken

from him and given to one of the sons

of Joseph. But so far as age or birth

was concerned, Reuben was the first-

born; and had it not been for his trans-

gression, he would have inherited a dou-

ble portion of his father's substance, for

that was the law in ancient times.

Now how many of the firstborn could

be found in the midst of Israel? We are

told that there were twenty-two thou-

sand two hundred and seventy-three

firstborn males among the eleven tribes:

the tribe of Levi was not reckoned at

that time, but all the male members

of the tribe of Levi, from a month old

and upwards was twenty-two thousand

souls. Now if the tribe of Levi num-

bered in proportion to the other eleven

tribes, the number of firstborn males

in all the twelve tribes would probably

amount to between twenty-four and

twenty-five thousand souls, it could not

have run over that. There might have

been some of the firstborn who were

dead, which wouldmake a fewmore fam-

ilies: then there might have been other

families who never had any male chil-

dren, which would increase the fami-

lies still more. Supposing then, in or-

der to give all the advantages possible,

and to make as many families as we pos-

sibly can consistently, that we say, in-

stead of twenty-five thousand firstborn

in the midst of all Israel, that there

were thirty thousand; that is allowing

for all these contingencies I have named,

where families have no males, and those

families that have male children under

a month old which were not reckoned,

and those families which might have had

firstborn male children who died and the

number might possibly be increased to

four or five thousand more, making the

total number of families about thirty-

thousand.

Thus we see that the number of first-

born males from a month old or upwards

give us a clue to the number of fami-

lies; we may not be able to determine

the number exactly, but these data will

enable us to approximate very closely.

It is generally admitted, that Israel, at

that time, numbered twenty-five hun-

dred thousand souls. There might have

been a variation from this of a few thou-

sand souls, but according to the Scrip-

tural and all other evidences that can

be gleaned, the number above referred

to is about the number of souls that

existed in Israel at that time. Among

that twenty-five hundred thousand souls

then, there were thirty-thousand fami-

lies. How many were there in a fam-

ily? All that you have to do to tell how

many there were in a family, is to di-

vide twenty-five hundred thousand by


