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suffer himself to be overcome with preju-

dice and hatred to one person, and feel in

his heart to love and respect another, the

Lord gave laws in case any such crime

should exist among them as a husband's

hating one wife and loving another; he

gave laws to regulate it, not that he ap-

probated the hating part.

As I have already proved to you that

there were great and vast numbers of

polygamic families in Israel, and that

there were thousands of firstborn from

these plural wives, these firstborn per-

sons, whatever might be the conduct of

their mothers, were entitled to their in-

heritance, namely a double portion of all

that the father had to bestow. That was

the law in ancient times. We might close

here so far as the law of Moses is con-

cerned, but I wish to call your attention

to a peculiar saying in this law.

This law has got to be restored

again. Says one—"You astonish me be-

yond measure, I thought it was done

away forever." Well, listen to what the

Lord said to Israel in the closing of this

book of Deuteronomy. When the chil-

dren of Israel shall be scattered in con-

sequence of their iniquities to the utter-

most parts of the earth among all the na-

tions, and their plagues shall be of long

continuance, and they shall be cursed

in their basket and in their store, and

with numerous curses which he men-

tioned should come upon them; after

these things had been of long continu-

ance, the Lord says—"After they shall

return unto me and hearken unto all

the words contained in this book of the

law, then I, the Lord God, will gather

them out from all the nations whither

they are scattered, and will bring them

back into their own land." Oh, indeed!

Then when they do absolutely return

and hearken to all the words of the book

of this law, God has promised to gather

them again; that is, they must enter into

polygamy, they must believe when their

brother dies and leaves no seed, that the

surviving brother, though he has one,

two, or a half a dozen wives living, shall

take that widow. That is part of the

law, and they must fulfill all the words

of this law, and then God has promised

to gather them again. Says one, "When

that is fulfilled it will be in the days of

Christianity." We can't help it; polygamy

belongs to Christianity, as well as to the

law of Moses.

Says one—"The children of Israel

have been scattered now some 1,800

years among all the nations and kin-

dreds of the earth, in fulfillment of this

curse, but if we believe that saying which

you have just quoted, we are obliged to

believe that the children of Israel are yet

to return to attend to all these institu-

tions, and that too while the Christian

religion is in vogue, and that they are

to regulate their households according to

the law of God, whether those families

are monogamic or polygamic." What will

the good Christians think when that is

fulfilled? They cannot help themselves,

for God will not gather Israel until they

do return with all their hearts unto him,

and hearken to and obey all the words

of this law, written in this book. This is

the word of the Lord, and how can you

help yourselves? Says one, "We will pass

laws against them." That will not hin-

der, when God sets his hand to carry out

his purposes, laws that may be passed by

England, Denmark, Norway or any other

Christian community will not hinder the

Israelites from attending to all the words

contained in the book of his law; for they

will want to get back again to their own

land.


