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given to our ancient fathers, and if a
brother dies and leaves a widow, but no
children, let his living brother, though a
married man, marry the widow, accord-
ing to our law,” it is doubtful whether they
would be permitted to associate together
and practice those laws now, if they were
so disposed. Why? Because the prejudice
of the people is so great that they are not
willing others should believe in the whole
Bible, but only in such portions as agree
with their ideas. If we were instituting a
practice that the Lord God never appro-
bated, but for the punishment of which he
had prescribed penalties, or if we were in-
troducing something foreign and contrary
to the Bible, then there would be some ex-
cuse for the people in saying that such a
thing should not be practiced in the name
of religion. But when we take the Bible as a
standard in relation to crime, it is altogeth-
er another thing; and I do think that every
American citizen who professes to believe
in any part or portion of that sacred re-
cord, on which all the laws of Christendom
pretend to be founded, has the right to do
so, and to practice it, and that, too, with-
out being molested.

Now, after having said so much in
relation to the reason why we practice
polygamy, I want to say a few words in
regard to the revelation on polygamy.
God has told us Latter-day Saints that we
shall be condemned if we do not enter
into that principle; and yet I have heard
now and then (I am very glad to say that
only a few such instances have come un-
der my notice), a brother or a sister say,
“I am a Latter-day Saint, but I do not be-
lieve in polygamy.” Oh, what an absurd
expression! What an absurd idea! A per-
son might as well say, “I am a follower

of the Lord Jesus Christ, but I do not be-

JOD Vol 17-LIVE.indd 224

lieve in him.” One is just as consistent as
the other. Or a person might as well say,
“I believe in Mormonism, and in the rev-
elations given through Joseph Smith, but
I am not a polygamist, and do not believe
in polygamy,” What an absurdity! If one
portion of the doctrines of the Church
is true, the whole of them are true. If the
doctrine of polygamy, as revealed to the
Latter-day Saints, is not true, I would not
give a fig for all your other revelations that
came through Joseph Smith the Prophet;
I would renounce the whole of them, be-
cause it is utterly impossible, according to
the revelations that are contained in these
books, to believe a part of them to be di-
vine—from God—and part of them to be
from the devil; that is foolishness in the
extreme; it is an absurdity that exists be-
cause of the ignorance of some people. I
have been astonished at it. I did hope there
was more intelligence among the Latter-
day Saints, and a greater understanding
of principle than to suppose that anyone
can be a member of this Church in good
standing, and yet reject polygamy. The
Lord has said, that those who reject this
principle reject their salvation, they shall
be damned, saith the Lord; those to whom
I reveal this law and they do not receive it,
shall be damned. Now here comes in our
consciences. We have either to renounce
Mormonism, Joseph Smith, Book of
Mormon, Book of Covenants, and the
whole system of things as taught by the
Latter-day Saints, and say that God has
not raised up a Church, has not raised
up a prophet, has not begun to restore all
things as he promised, we are obliged to
do this, or else to say, with all our hearts,
“Yes, we are polygamists, we believe in the
principle, and we are willing to practice i,
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