SEEK FOR PERFECTION, ETC.

Enoch to which I have referred, also fell
martyrs to the same spirit of persecution,
until the inhabitants of the earth had ei-
ther slain or driven off every apostle, and
not a man was left to stand up in the midst
of the people to say—“Thus saith the
Lord,” having the authority and power of
the apostleship and of the holy priesthood
from God to administer in the things of
God and to communicate the mind and
will of God unto the people.

What followed? A reign of night, dark-
ness and confusion covered the face of the
whole earth. There was no heavenly voice
to disturb the solemn stillness that ensued.
Every man of God who aspired to revela-
tion had been killed or swept from among
men, and then, and not till then was the
vengeance of the adversary satiated; but as
long as there was a holy man, who aspired
to the distinction, or to the honor or bless-
ing of knowing God’s will so long there
were those arrayed against him who scru-
pled not to shed his blood, and were not
satisfied until that blood was spilled.

You trace the various dispensations
down from the days of Adam until the
days of these apostles of which I have spo-
ken, and see how short-lived were the at-
tempts to establish a reign of righteousness.
If we turn to the Book of Mormon, which
gives an account of God’s dealings on this
land, we shall find that while the circum-
stances which surrounded the Jaredites and
the Nephites were more favorable than
those which surrounded the people of Asia,
yet the same causes operated on this land,
and after Jesus came and the wicked had
been swept off by the judgments of God,
and none were left but those who were
righteous or partly so at least, that then
they sought to establish this holy order

JOD Vol 17-LIVE.indd 235

235

among them and were successful, it con-
tinuing in their midst until the year two
hundred and one after the birth of Jesus.
And we are told that during that time all
the generations that lived passed away in
righteousness before the Lord. The cir-
cumstances were undoubtedly favorable
for the establishment of an holy order
among that people, because, as I have said,
the judgments of God had visited the land,
and the wicked had been swept off; but no
sooner did they begin again to divide, each
one seeking after his own affairs to the ex-
clusion of the general affairs of the people
than they began again to fall into sin and
transgression, and the result was that they
were punished of God, and the Nephites
were eventually blotted out; but we are in-
formed that one hundred and sixty-seven
years, terminating in the year 201 of the
Christian era, were passed in perfect peace
and righteousness. It was almost millennial
righteousness. Satan was bound almost as
much during that one hundred and sixty-
seven years in his operations among the
Nephites, if we may judge by the short
record which has come to us, as if he did
not have an existence, or as he will be dur-
ing the thousand years’ reign of peace, that
is so far as leading away the hearts of the
people to commit sin is concerned.

I have alluded to these various attempts
on the part of holy men to establish truth
and righteousness on the earth. We have
seen that they have only been partially suc-
cessful; they did not succeed in overcom-
ing sufficiently to entirely bind Satan and
to banish from the earth the evils of which
he is the cause; but we are told that in the
last days God will establish his kingdom
Brother Penrose described, this morning,
in the close of his remarks, some of the
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