
commencement until this day; but we and 
the world may set our hearts at rest con-
cerning “Mormonism,” for it will never 
cease until the Lord Jesus Christ comes 
in the clouds of heaven. This nation and 
other nations will war with the Saints of 
God until their cup is full; and when 
they become ripened in iniquity the Lord 
Almighty will cut them off, and the judg-
ments of the Most High God will follow 
the testimony of the Elders of Israel.

This is the way I look upon it. We are 
called upon to do our duty with regard to 
the subject which has been spoken of by 
brothers Van Cott and Cannon. What is 
this world I would like to know? What are 
the things of this world? What are houses 
and lands, goods and chattels, and the trea-
sures of the earth generally, to us? What 
are they to any Saints of God compared 
with eternal life? We should certainly be as 
well off to unite ourselves and our interests 
together in the things of God as to be sepa-
rate. There have been too much selfishness 
and division and every man for himself 
amongst us, and the devil for us all. Eternal 
life is worth more to a Saint of God than 
all things else put together, in fact it is the 
greatest gift God ever gave to man, or that 
he can give to him, and whatever the Lord 
requires at our hands we should be ready 
to do, individually and collectively.

As I have often remarked in my testi-
mony, from my youth up I had a desire to 
live to see a people rise up in the earth and 
contend for the faith once delivered to the 
Saints, who would receive and teach the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ as it was taught in 
his day and generation. When I heard this 
Gospel I embraced it. The first sermon I ever 
heard the Spirit of God bore record to me

that it was true, and I went forth and was 
baptized for the remission of my sins. I re-
ceived the laying on of hands and the Lord 
gave me the Holy Ghost and a testimony, 
just the same as he gave to you, and to 
hundreds of thousands of those who have 
obeyed the Gospel.

It was but a short time after embrac-
ing the work that I was called to go with 
my brethren a thousand miles for the re-
demption of Zion. I went willingly, for I 
knew it was the work of God, it was what 
I had sought for from the time I was eight 
years old, what I had been taught in the 
Presbyterian Sunday School and what 
I had read in the New Testament in my 
father’s house. From that time up I had 
looked for these things, and I had a testi-
mony that I should live to see them, and I 
did, and when I embraced this Gospel my 
heart was filled with joy and consolation; 
and as for this world, if I had the whole 
of it, I felt in those days as I feel now, it 
would not stand in my path in seeking for 
eternal life.

I was called to take my life in my hands 
and go up to Missouri, and a little handful 
of us went up to redeem our brethren. We 
certainly had to go by faith. My neighbors 
called upon and pled with me not to go; 
said they—“Do not go, if you do you will 
lose your life.” I said to them—“If I knew 
that I should have a ball put through my 
heart the first step I took in the State of 
Missouri I would go.” I went, and I did not 
get shot, neither did any of the rest of us, 
but we fulfilled the commandment of God. 
That is the way I felt in those days with re-
gard to the work of God, and that is the way 
I feel today. I am after salvation and eternal 
life, and I do not want anything to stand be-
tween me and that which I am in pursuit of.
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