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It does not make any difference what

we as a people may be called to pass

through. Men can go no further than

they are permitted by the Lord. I have

often remarked, and I repeat it, your des-

tiny, the destiny of this nation, and the

destiny of every king, prince, president,

statesman and ruler under heaven are

in the hands of the God of Israel. He

made the world and all its inhabitants,

and they can go no further than they

are permitted. If we unite ourselves ac-

cording to the law of God we shall have

far more safety than if we turn away

from the commandments of the Lord and

set our hearts upon the things of this

world. If we forget God we are liable

to be scourged; that is my feeling this

morning.

This is the work of God. The Lord

has set his hand to build up his king-

dom, and he will do it whatever the con-

sequences may be. Whatever the per-

secutions or difficulties his Saints may

be called to pass through, the Lord will

never withdraw his hand, for he de-

creed, before the foundation of the world,

that in the dispensation of the fulness

of times his kingdom should be set up

upon the earth, never more to be thrown

down.

The world has had its dispensations:

we are at the end of the sixth thou-

sand years, and are bordering upon the

coming of the Son of Man in the clouds

of heaven, with power and great glory,

to reward every man according to the

deeds done in the body; and whatever

the feelings of the world may be the

Lord has decreed a woe upon that man,

that house, that nation or that peo-

ple that rejects the testimony of his

servants. The Lord says that he will

hold a controversy with the nations, and

judge the world with fire and sword,

and he will plead with all flesh, and

the slain of the Lord will be many.

What if some of us do have to sacrifice

our lives for the word of God and the

testimony of Jesus Christ? What of it?

What is a man's life? The whole world

will die. Armies, containing thousands

of men, go forth for the honor of be-

ing killed, in order to defend a king or

a government. Is it any worse to die

for the word of God and the testimony

of Jesus Christ than to die serving the

devil? Not a particle. I glory in my

feelings at the valiant spirit that is and

has been manifested by the servants of

the living God in the cause of truth and

in defense of the great latter-day work.

The Lord never raised up a better set

of men and women since the world was

than are they who have embraced the

Gospel of Jesus Christ in these latter

days. They have the testimony of Jesus

Christ with them, and they have been

called to pass through many trials thus

far in the history and progress of the

work of God. It is true that many have

broken their covenants and turned away

from the Lord, and the reason is that

they stopped serving God and undertook

to serve themselves, and that led them

into darkness. They rejected the things

of the kingdom of heaven, and the spirit

of God was taken from them, and that

class of people, in every age of the world

is the darkest of any who ever breathe

the breath of life. They lose all confi-

dence in every principle of salvation and

eternal life revealed to man.

With regard to our present position

I want to say that it is the duty of ev-

ery Saint of God in these valleys of the

mountains to let his prayers ascend into

the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, day

and night in the season thereof, in the

family circle and in private places, for

the Lord to sustain his people, build

up Zion and fulfill his promises. We


