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are in duty bound to fulfill ours, and the

Lord will not fail now any more than he

has any other time. He did not fail in the

days of Jesus Christ, not a bit of it. Je-

sus was poor, and from the manger to the

cross, spent his whole life in the deepest

poverty, suffering and affliction; he de-

scended below all things that he might

rise above all, and we are told that he

had not money enough to pay his taxes

to Caesar, and had to send Peter to catch

a fish to get money for that purpose. He

was poor all the way through his life.

Is it any worse for you, or me, or any

other Saint of God, to suffer persecu-

tion, affliction, poverty or trials than for

our great Leader, President, Redeemer,

King and Savior, who is going to come in

the clouds of heaven? No, not a parti-

cle. As some of our brethren have said,

there is need for us to repent and hum-

ble ourselves before the Lord our God,

that we may have and enjoy more of the

Holy Spirit to prepare us for that which

lies before us. It is our duty to unite

together as a people; our temporal sal-

vation lies in this, and we should not

be backward in this matter. We should

not only preach it, but be also ready to

practice it; as leaders and as people, all

should unite in carrying out that which

is required of us. As an individual I am

not afraid of starving to death, I never

was afraid of that in my life, and I have

traveled a great many thousand miles

to preach the Gospel without money and

without price, and so have many of my

brethren who are around me, and we

never starved to death and we do not

expect to. The amount of it is that

everything we have herein these val-

leys of the mountains—this Tabernacle,

this Temple, these public grounds, and

all the cities and towns that have been

built over six hundred miles of Territory,

are the gift of God to us. The Lord knows

this country was barren enoughwhen we

came here, and a faithful people were

tried here with cricket and grasshopper

wars, until famine stared them in the

face; but they trusted in God, and they

did not get disappointed.

Our prayers should go up day and

night in behalf of our President, and

the Presidency whom God has sustained

from the beginning, and also for the lead-

ers of the people and for each other. We

should labor and pray for this. We are

making history. The travels and experi-

ence of the Latter-day Saints have been

as interesting as the history of any peo-

ple in any dispensation since the world

began. Joseph Smith was a Prophet of

God, and he was called to lay the foun-

dation of this kingdom; he was raised up

from before the foundation of the world

for this purpose, and he came forth,

through the loins of ancient Joseph who

was sold into Egypt, and dwelt in the

flesh, and nothing failed in its fulfill-

ment as far as he was concerned. He

lived until he planted the Gospel, until

he received the apostleship, and every

branch of the Priesthood of Aaron and

Melchizedek, all the keys of the king-

dom of God, everything that was nec-

essary in order to lay the foundation of

this Church and Kingdom, which God,

through the mouths of holy Prophets, de-

clared should be established in the latter

days, to be thrown down no more forever.

Under these circumstances, of course,

faith is required on the part of the

Saints to live their religion, do their

duty, walk uprightly before the Lord and

build up his Zion on the earth. Then it

requires works to correspond with our

faith. I know the testimony of Jesus

Christ is not palatable; it does not, and


