
pel and that we will do all in our power 
to walk in the principles of faith and pa-
tience, forbearance and long-suffering, and 
of truth and righteousness in which we 
are engaged. As a short illustration, and 
to draw the minds of the congregation di-
rectly to the points of instruction, I am dis-
posed to read a portion of the rules of the 
United Order.

Rule one says, “We will not take the 
name of the Deity in vain, nor speak light-
ly of his character or of sacred things.” I 
am sorry to say that many professed Latter-
day Saints are careless in the observance of 
this rule, which every Latter-day Saint, and 
every person who has respect for his own 
character must certainly consider most 
wholesome and wise, and absolutely oblig-
atory. Let us be very careful, and never in-
dulge in profane language or use the name 
of the Deity except in such a manner as be-
comes his high and holy position and our 
dependence upon him for every breath we 
draw; and let us also inculcate in our chil-
dren a respect for that chaste, discreet, up-
right and pure language which is becoming 
Saints of the Most High.

Rule two reads—“We will pray in our 
families morning and evening, and also at-
tend to secret prayer.” Now brethren and 
sisters, remember this. Those of you, if any, 
who have been careless and negligent on 
this subject, remember how often God has 
heard our prayers and how dependent we 
are upon him for every blessing we possess 
and enjoy, and for the protection which 
has been extended unto us. While almost 
all the world has been ready to destroy the 
Latter-day Saints from off the earth, the 
Lord has answered our prayers and has 
protected us, as it were, in the hollow of his 
hand. Let us not forget to call upon him

morning and evening, that our families 
may learn, from their childhood, to ob-
serve this great and important duty. And 
before we lie down to rest or rise in the 
morning let us lift up our hearts in secret 
prayer to the Most High, asking his pro-
tection and blessing in all things, that by 
united faith we may be able to perform 
the great and arduous duties which are 
placed upon us. And in our prayers let us 
remember our Bishops and Teachers and 
those in authority—the President of the 
Church, his counselors and all those who 
act in the holy Priesthood that the Spirit 
of the Almighty may rest upon them as 
well as upon us, that with one heart and 
one mind we may have a knowledge of the 
things of God; and that by observing these 
duties of prayer and preserving ourselves 
in purity before the Lord, when teaching, 
instruction, or counsel is sent forth among 
the Saints, or revelation is proclaimed unto 
us, we may have enough of the Holy Ghost 
in our hearts to know, each for himself or 
herself, whether these things are true or 
not; and that when false spirits go forth 
and lead men astray into darkness, error 
and folly, we may know the true from the 
false, detect those who are liars, and expose 
them as may be necessary.

The third rule is—“We will observe 
or keep the word of wisdom, accord-
ing to the spirit and meaning thereof.” 
Remember this, brethren and sisters. I 
hear occasionally of brethren indulg-
ing in intoxicating drinks, and I see 
many of them yet, even young men, 
who indulge in the use of tobacco, a 
habit which is very pernicious and in-
jurious to health, and a violation of the 
word of wisdom. There are also other 
violations of this rule among us which 
should cease, for we are told in the
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