
day Saints to maintain such a high posi-
tion before God that every act of their lives 
may be approved of him. Never let us be 
guilty of any word or deed that we will 
be ashamed of before our father, mother, 
brother, or sister, or before our heavenly 
Father. This is a principle that we should 
cultivate, maintain and abide by in all 
things; and wherever any have been fool-
ish enough to fall or go astray, through the 
toils or snares that have been set for them, 
let them repent and humble themselves 
before the Lord, and let a spirit of unity, 
harmony, peace, stern integrity, purity and 
chastity abide in every heart, for if we ever 
inherit blessings and glory, if we ever are 
made partakers of the thrones, dominions, 
principalities, powers and endless lives 
which pertain to the exaltation of the king-
dom of God, we shall do so by maintain-
ing a purity like that of Joseph who was 
sold into Egypt.

The sixth rule is—“We will observe 
the Sabbath day and keep it holy.” I re-
gret to say that I have noticed a great 
many instances of laxity in the obser-
vance of this rule, and I wish the Elders 
and teachers in all the Branches and 
settlements to preach and practice the 
observance of the Sabbath. Brethren, 
work six days, and on the seventh rest 
and observe the Sabbath according to 
the revelation; and impress this prin-
ciple upon the Saints everywhere by 
practice. I remember once I was in a 
hurry to come to Salt Lake City. Fillmore 
was then the only settlement between  
my place in Parowan, Iron County, and 
the settlements in Utah County. The  
Sunday was very fine; we had attended 
meeting and, having been a long time 
away from the brethren in Salt Lake  
City, we wanted to hurry on. I certainly

thought we could travel twenty miles on 
Sunday evening, as well as not, so we start-
ed. I was a little conscience-stricken; I said 
to myself—“This is not exactly right, and 
I am afraid we shall not get along as well 
as we would to have stayed until Monday 
morning.” We drove about twenty or 
twenty-two miles that evening. I told the 
brethren to tie up the horses, but some of 
them got loose and went clear back, and 
in the morning the brethren had to go the 
whole distance after them. That is what we 
gained at the start by breaking the Sabbath; 
but it did not end there. The next day we 
broke a wagon, and then we got into a 
storm, and we were six days in reaching 
Fillmore, and it took us some twelve days 
to reach this city. Now, I do not believe 
that, as a general thing, anything is gained 
in property or in time by working on the 
Sabbath; and I advise and exhort all men 
professing to belong to the United Order, 
or to be Latter-day Saints, to observe the 
Sabbath; keep it holy, devote it to worship, 
to the study of good books, to rest, to im-
parting instruction, to attending meeting, 
and do not, under any circumstances, lapse 
into a habit of thinking that you can do 
as you please on the Sabbath, and that so 
doing is clear gain. We have, someday, to 
meet our Father in heaven, and that day 
is not very far off with many of us. I meet 
here at this Conference quite a number 
with whom, forty years ago this summer, 
or last spring, I marched on the Zion’s 
Camp journey—a thousand miles. That 
does not seem long, but we are marching 
steadily to our last account, and we should 
not let our love for self, our desire for gain, 
or our anxiety for pleasure so mar our 
path that when we come into the presence
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