
its precepts. It is the foundation of the 
sciences of the world, and the basis of 
the laws of all the Christian nations; and 
although men in every direction have de-
parted from it, we can read and understand 
it for ourselves. See that it is on every table, 
in every household, in every pulpit, and 
that it is the school book of every family 
throughout the Territory.

I want to say, with regard to the Temple 
at St. George, that the walls are between 
twenty-five and thirty feet high. Some of 
the brethren remained at work upon it 
all summer, some of them without shoes 
and poorly supplied with clothing. About 
309 persons have reported, I believe, as 
going there this winter to aid in pushing 
forward the work on this Temple, as vol-
unteers from the different settlements of 
the Territory. We hope, by means of this 
help and the contributions that may be 
sent there, to have the roof on early next 
spring, and very soon a baptismal font in 
the basement, in which we can begin the 
administration of the principle of baptism 
for the dead and the ordinances of the 
Gospel in connection with our fathers. The 
climate in St. George is well suited to those 
in feeble health, and such of that class of 
persons as desire to do so can, after the 
Temple is completed, go there and spend 
the winter, and attend to the ordinances 
for their dead.

I have invited the brethren, during the 
Conference, to go and look at the Temple 
foundation in this city. It is a very beautiful 
foundation, and the design of the building is 
grand. The labor of taking the granite from 
the mountains, bringing it on to this ground 
and cutting it and putting it in position is 
immense. You saw a great many prepared 
stones that are not laid: I will explain how

that has happened. We had a good many 
beginners who could shape a rough stone, 
but not so many stonecutters who could 
do a finished job, and all the stones for the 
outside had to be done by skillful work-
man. A great number of those that you see 
lying round, numbered up as high as thir-
teen or fourteen courses, were cut by men 
who were not skilled workmen. That is the 
reason why so many are not yet laid in the 
building. We found it necessary during the 
harvest to dismiss fifty workmen of this 
kind from the block, that they might go 
and aid in gathering in the harvest, because 
we could not supply them with work so far 
in advance of the laying. Brother Truman 
O. Angell has been exceedingly zealous in 
attending to this work: he has been so fear-
ful lest a stone should be laid wrong that he 
has been on the walls early and late to see 
that every stone has been set in its proper 
place, to a hair’s breadth. His zeal has been 
such that I have almost feared that, in spite 
of the faith of the Saints and the energy of 
the man’s soul, he would work himself into 
the ground. I want the brethren to pray for 
him that he may be sustained in his ardu-
ous labors.

One great difficulty in getting along on 
this Temple, has been the want of money 
to supply the workmen with actual neces-
saries. We have been accustomed, during 
the prosperous times of the past year or 
two, to pay them one-fourth in cash or 
merchandise; this season we were unable 
to do that, hence an invitation was given 
by the First Presidency and the Bishops, to 
all the Saints, far and near, to make a do-
nation of fifty cents a month to aid in the 
prosecution of the work on the Temple. 
The names of all who respond are to be en-
tered in the “Book of the Law of the Lord.”
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