
men who have sought their destruc-
tion, and yet the population of this entire 
Territory does not number as much as 
a second class city in the United States. I 
remarked to members of Congress, of the 
House and of the Senate, that Congress 
was paying us a great compliment, a people 
so insignificant numerically, so devoid of 
wealth, in the estimation of many so illit-
erate, so deluded, so bound and fettered 
and so barbarous in our habits. I think it 
a great compliment that the representa-
tives of forty millions of people should 
bestow such attention upon one hundred 
and fifty thousand. Yet it is not these rep-
resentatives who wish so much to do us 
harm, but it is a body of men here who 
are anxious to gain power and influence 
at the expense of a people whose prosper-
ity and influence they envy. I have been 
impressed with the wonderful manner in 
which we have been advertised now for 
some years back. I cannot fail to recognize 
the hand of God in this. I look around 
me and I see a people who, if they were 
not Latter-day Saints, if they did not be-
lieve the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
would not be noticed in any particular 
manner, but who, because they are Latter-
day Saints, are known more widely and 
whose movements attract more attention 
and excite greater interest, whose public 
men are more advertised and their lives 
and characters published more widely 
throughout the earth than those of many 
rulers of great nations. Men say it is be-
cause this is such a great imposture, be-
cause Brigham Young is a false prophet, 
and because the Latter-day Saints are 
deluded. These are singular statements 
to make, as though a few deluded and  
ignorant people, led by a false prophet, 
could occupy the attention of the na- 
tions of the earth. It is something un-

heard of in history except, as we testify, in 
the case of those who have preceded us in 
the same work. Jesus said to his ancient 
disciples, “Ye are the light of the world. A 
city that is set on a hill cannot be hid.” The 
eyes of the world were upon them. And in 
our day we behold the same effect. The 
Latter-day Saints and their work have been 
like a city set on a hill. They have attract-
ed the gaze of the nations, and that, too, 
without any especial effort on their part to 
make themselves conspicuous. The clamor 
of our enemies has greatly contributed to 
this. What do their attacks accomplish for 
us? They advertise us and give us an im-
portance to which we could not otherwise 
attain. Every effort that is made to de-
stroy this work or to embarrass its onward 
progress, or to deprive its leaders of their 
lives or of their liberties only enhances 
its importance in the midst of the earth, 
gives it publicity, preaches the gospel, at-
tracts attention, causes men and women to 
think, to reason and to investigate what it 
is about this people that creates so much 
excitement.

I have said, and I do not think I exagger-
ate in the least degree, that the efforts of the 
past three or four years, in this Territory, 
to destroy this work and to deprive the 
leaders of this people of their liberty have 
had more effect in preaching what is called 
Mormonism than the efforts of a thousand 
missionaries would have been able to ac-
complish. “Well, but,” says one, “they say 
such terrible things about you, and it is no 
advantage to be spoken of in this manner, 
to be maligned and accused of wrong.” It 
is an advantage, because, as I have said, it 
causes men and women to reason and re-
flect, and it promotes investigation. There 
have been hundreds who have come here 
and been brought in contact with this
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