THE GOSPEL RESTORED FROM HEAVEN, ETC.

Catholics—“Nothing new, our ecclesiasti-
cal authorities, archbishops, cardinals, etc.,
do not reveal anything new.” This you will
find recorded in their writings. They de-
clare that it is their business to interpret
the old and to bring forth what the ancient
fathers have said, and the church must be
guided by these interpretations, and by the
decrees of its uninspired authorities. Thus
we may trace the Christian world in the
four quarters thereof, and we shall find that
they all acknowledge and declare that this
angel, spoken of by John the Revelator, has
never appeared to any of them.

Suppose that we now enquire of the
Latter-day Saints. What do you believe,
Latter-day Saints, about this matter? Why
your universal answer is—“We as a people,
without one dissenting voice, believe with
all our hearts that God has sent his angel
from heaven and restored the everlasting
gospel in all its fulness.” What do you say,
you missionaries, elders and high priests,
and you seventies and apostles who have
gone forth during the last forty-four years,
and published these tidings in the four
quarters of the globe? Why your universal
answer is—“Wherever we have been we
have published that which we were com-
manded—namely, that God has sent his
angel from heaven, that that angel, by his
administrations in our day, has brought
to light a sacred record called the Book of
Mormon, containing the fulness of the ev-
erlasting gospel as it was preached in an-
cient times upon this American Continent
among the forefathers of the Indians.” This
has been your testimony for almost half a
century has it? Yes. Why did you bear this
testimony among the people? Because
you were commanded to do so, it was a
message committed to you, and if you
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had not fulfilled the requirement given in
the commandment you would have been
under condemnation.

Then so far as the faith of this people is
concerned, it is consistent with the predic-
tion that was uttered by the Apostle John.
John said that such should be the case, the
Latter-day Saints say that such is the case;
one predicted that it should be in the fu-
ture, the other declares that is has already
come to pass, and that God, in our day,
has commissioned that angel and that he
has appeared unto some, and through
them, committed the fulness of the ever-
lasting gospel to the human family and
commanded them to bear record of it to all
people. There is nothing inconsistent so far
as this item of faith is concerned.

But here will arise a question in the
minds of some who have not investigated
this subject; they will admit that, if our
testimony is true, the message which we
proclaim is one of the most important that
has been committed to man for seventeen
hundred years past. This all will admit; for
this message does not concern one nation
alone, but all nations, for, as John stated,
it is to be declared to every nation, kin-
dred, tongue and people. Why? Because
none of them had the gospel at the time
it was revealed, that is the reason. If there
had been one little corner of the earth
where the gospel was preached and its or-
dinances administered by divine authority,
there would have been no necessity for its
restoration by an angel, all we would have
had to do would have been to hunt up
that little corner of the earth, where some
tongue or people had the gospel and the
church organized among them; they could
have baptized and confirmed us, and ad-
ministered to us the sacrament and all
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