
testimony. But we are told that the Bible 
bears record of its own divinity, and that 
the Saints who lived in ancient days did 
see angels. Now suppose we admit that 
the Bible does bear testimony of its own 
divinity. Turn to and read the declarations 
of Nephi and Alma, and of the prophet 
Jacob, and many other prophets who wrote 
the various books in the Book of Mormon, 
and they bear testimony that they saw an-
gels. The Bible bears testimony that the 
prophets who wrote the various books 
which it contains did the same. Now put 
one on a par with the other and, so far as 
that species of evidence is concerned, one 
is just equal to the other.

Again, the Bible says, in giving a com-
mission to the ancient apostles to go 
and preach the gospel, that certain signs 
should follow all the believers throughout 
the whole world. “Go ye forth and preach 
the gospel to every creature under heaven. 
He that believes and is baptized shall be 
saved; and he that believeth not shall be 
damned. And these signs shall follow them 
that believe; In my name they shall cast 
out devils.” Mark, now, not the apostles 
alone, they were not the only ones whom 
these signs should follow, but they were 
to follow every creature in all the world 
who should believe, making it as definite 
and unlimited as possible. They were not 
only to have salvation, but they were to 
be blessed with certain signs following 
them. What were they? “In my name they 
shall cast out devils; they shall speak with 
new tongues; They shall take up serpents; 
and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall 
not harm them; they shall lay hands on 
the sick, and they shall recover.” Certain 
definite promises were made to the believ-
ers by which they could distinguish them-
selves from all the rest of mankind, and 
it is recorded in the following verses of

the same chapter, that the apostles went 
everywhere preaching the word, the Lord 
working with them and confirming the 
word by signs following.

What are we to understand by confirm-
ing the word with signs following? Are 
we to understand that the Apostles alone 
confirmed the word? No. There were cer-
tain signs which were to follow the believ-
ers wherever they preached. The promise 
was to every creature in all the world. They 
went everywhere and preached this word, 
and the Lord wrought with them by con-
firming the word to every believer through-
out all the world, by causing the promise 
to be fulfilled to those believers. Here then, 
the believers had no particular necessity for 
asking the apostles to perform miracles, for 
they themselves were blessed with certain 
miraculous signs, and the Lord confirmed 
these signs upon them, so that they were 
not obliged to seek foreign testimony, or 
for miracles wrought by somebody else, 
for every person, male or female, who be-
lieved and obeyed that gospel, obtained for 
himself, the signs promised. This is what 
the Scriptures inform us, and in this dis-
pensation, when God revealed this Gospel 
anew, and sent his angel and organized 
his church, and sent forth his servants, 
the same promise was made as to the an-
cient Saints. I can read it here in this book, 
for this is the book of the revelations and  
commandments that was given to the 
Prophet Joseph Smith before the rise of  
this church, and a short period after its 
rise. In this book we find recorded some-
thing like this—“As I said unto mine an-
cient apostles, I say unto you”—speaking 
to the elders of this church—“Go ye forth 
among all the nations, preaching my gos-
pel. He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved; and he that believeth not shall be
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