
damned. And these signs shall follow them 
that believe. In my name they shall cast out 
devils; In my name they shall open the eyes 
of the blind, they shall unstop the ears of 
the deaf; They shall cause the tongue of the 
dumb to speak, and the lame man to leap 
as a hart.” This promise was not made to 
the elders alone who went forth in this dis-
pensation, but to all throughout the world 
who believe in their testimony.

This was pretty bold language to be 
used if Joseph Smith was really an impos-
tor; if he was an impostor he, in using 
such language and making such a prom-
ise, laid the foundation for the overthrow 
of his own system. It is a very easy mat-
ter to make a promise of this kind, noth-
ing is easier than that; but to fulfill that 
promise is altogether another thing. Here 
was a promise made in the very early rise 
of this church, upwards of forty years ago, 
that certain signs should follow them that 
received and obeyed this gospel. Let us in-
quire on this subject, for this is one species 
of evidence that is dwelt upon by the op-
posers of this work wherever we go. When 
the elders came to you Latter-day Saints, in 
the various nations where you resided, and 
preached the gospel to you, did the Lord 
confirm these promises unto you, or did he 
not? You can hear the united testimony of 
some fifty or a hundred thousand people 
dwelling in this Territory, that God did 
truly and in reality confirm this promise 
unto his servants, and unto his handmaid-
ens while in the different nations from 
which they emigrated; that he did cause 
the blind to see, the lame to walk, the 
tongue of the dumb to speak, and that he 
did cause his power to be made manifest 
in very deed, just as the promise was given.

Here  then,  was  a  vas t  c loud of  
witnesses, some fifty thousand living

witnesses. Can we find one living witness 
who will bear such evidence as this to the 
truth of the Bible? No. Go among all the 
Christian denominations and ask them—
“Are you believers?” “O yes, we are believ-
ers.” “Do the signs follow you that Jesus 
said should follow the believers?” What is 
their answer? No, almost without an ex-
ception. There may be some few excep-
tions; but what was the universal answer 
before spiritualism commenced, before 
the days in which Joseph brought forth 
this work, and for some few years after, 
among the Christian denominations? It 
was—“No, God has not shown forth any 
of those signs that he said should follow 
the believers.” Why then do you call your-
selves believers? If God has not confirmed 
the word to you by signs following, how 
do you know that you are believers? May 
it not be that you are deceiving yourselves? 
May it not be that you have merely got a 
form of godliness, and that the power does 
not attend you? According to their own 
testimony they have no right nor author-
ity to call themselves believers; and the 
promise contained in the Bible, made to 
believers, have never been confirmed to 
any of the so-called Christian sects since 
the days that King James’ translators trans-
lated them. But when we take the Book of 
Mormon and examine it on this kind of 
evidence we have fifty thousand witnesses 
ready to testify to the fulfillment of these 
promises, many of them having experi-
enced the fulfillment thereof in their own 
persons, while others have seen the mani-
festations of God’s power in healing the 
sick and afflicted among his people from 
time to time; consequently the Latter-day 
Saints have fifty thousand times more 
evidence so far as the signs following are 
concerned, of the divinity of the Book
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