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of Mormon than what the Christian

world have of the divinity of the book

called the Bible.

Moreover there is another kind of ev-

idence which the Lord promised before

the rise of this church, when he con-

ferred the apostleship again upon the

heads of the children of men, and gave

them authority to preach this gospel and

to administer its ordinances; he told

them that they should preach the gospel,

and that they should baptize every peni-

tent believer who desired baptism, and

that they should lay their hands upon

the heads of those penitent believers in

confirmation, pronouncing, by the au-

thority of their apostleship and office and

calling, the Holy Ghost upon those bap-

tized believers; and God promised, be-

fore the rise of this church, that ev-

ery soul among all people, nations and

tongues that would receive this gospel

with full purpose of heart, should be bap-

tized with fire and with the Holy Ghost

by the laying on of the hands of his

servants. It is a very easy matter for

an impostor to make a promise of this

kind, but supposing it should not be ful-

filled, supposing that the Holy Ghost did

not come upon the people, in the course

of one or two years the believers, so

called, in Mormonism would all aposta-

tize, they would very naturally say—"the

promise was made that we should re-

ceive the Holy Ghost through the ordi-

nance of the laying on of hands, and yet

we have not received it." "Here is the

promise that we should heal the sick,

and that the various signs should fol-

low us, but these promises have not been

fulfilled we turn away from your sys-

tem with disgust, we do not believe there

is any authority in it," and Mormonism

would soon have been banished out of ex-

istence. But what are the facts? The fact

that there is now a hundred thousand

Latter-day Saints gathered from the var-

ious nations of the earth into these

mountain regions proves to me beyond

dispute or controversy that they did re-

alize the promise, namely, that the Holy

Ghost did rest upon them, and that by

virtue of that gift they did receive rev-

elation and visions and prophecies and

the word of the Lord to themselves, and

knew of a surety that this was the work

of God; and in consequence of this knowl-

edge, not mere faith, but in consequence

of this knowledge which they received

in their own native lands they gathered

up here to this land. It would require

a great degree of faith to induce peo-

ple to forsake their own lands and the

homes and graves of their ancestors, to

come across the ocean some three thou-

sand miles, then take an inland jour-

ney of two or three thousand miles or

more, and come to a desert country, as

we did when we first settled this land;

I say it would require a great deal of

faith to induce people to do this. But

let me tell you that it was not by faith

alone that the believers in the system es-

tablished by the Prophet Joseph Smith

did this; it was something beyond faith—

they obtained a knowledge before they

started. There may have been some ex-

ceptions, but many of them obtained a

knowledge before they left their native

countries that this was the work of God.

You obtained this knowledge through the

inspiration of the Holy Ghost; the gifts

of that Spirit were manifest among you

as they were among the members of the

ancient Church, and by its inspiration

you were edified and instructed, and you

received a knowledge, in fulfillment of

the promise of Jesus made in ancient

times—"If any man will do the will of

my Father, he shall know of the doc-

trine, whether it be of God, or whether I


