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slavery, or something of that kind; but

when it comes to religion it has gener-

ally been a little persecution with the

tongue, and that has been about all. But

here was a prediction before the rise of

the Church that the blood of the Saints

should cry from the ground against their

persecutors. This has been literally ful-

filled. We have no need to refer you

to the scores of Saints that were shot

down in cold blood, who, while emigrat-

ing with their wives and children in or-

der to locate in another country, were

fallen upon by mobs, chased into a black-

smith's shop, and there some eighteen or

twenty of them were shot down by their

persecutors, who pointed their guns be-

tween the logs of the shop, it being a

log building. Then, when they had got

through with these murders they began

to rob them of their clothes and pulled

off their boots and put them on, and

while in the act of doing this they dis-

covered two or three little children who

had crept under the bellows in hope of

escaping. What did they do with these

children? Called them out, and placing

their guns to their heads shot them down

and destroyed them. All these things

have transpired within the past forty

years upon this great and glorious land

of ours. The constitution is good, that is

not to blame, that gives us the privilege

of religious liberty; but those who have

lived under this free government have

seen proper to thus persecute and mur-

der the Saints, and their blood has been

shed, and it now cries from the ground

for vengeance on the nation.

Says one—"Why on the nation?" Be-

cause it was not done by a private

mob, but by the officers of a State;

it was done by the highest author-

ity and power of a State, by individ-

uals who were organized under State

authority to go against an innocent

people. We had never broken a law, and

the records of their courts could not show

one case wherein this people had trans-

gressed the laws of the land.

The people thus organized to drive

the Latter-day Saints, of course, had

their reasons for so doing, everybody has,

or endeavors to find a reason for the

course he pursues. One reason assigned

for persecuting the Saints was that they

believed in the gifts that the ancient

Saints believed in. Some may be dis-

posed to doubt the truth of this state-

ment, but to such I say, go and read

their documents and there you will find

the reasons they set forth for this mur-

derous work, and among those reasons

they say—"A certain people have come

amongst us who believe in speaking in

tongues, in the interpretation of tongues,

in the healing of the sick, and in the

various gifts that were in existence in

the ancient Church, and we pledge our-

selves and our property and all that we

have that we will remove them from our

midst, peaceably if we can and forcibly if

we must."

Now, would you believe that people

would be driven from their homes and

murdered by individuals because they

were exercising religious rights guaran-

teed to them by the constitution of their

country? Did Joseph Smith know that

such persecution would arise before the

Church was organized? Could he have

written such prophecies and the Book

of Mormon if he had been an impostor?

How did he know they would ever be

fulfilled? How did he know that this

Gospel would be spread to the uttermost

parts of the earth? How did he know

that the people abroad in other nations

would gather to this land, according to

the prophecies that were uttered? All

these things prove him to be a prophet

sent of God, as his prophecies were ful-

filled.


