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did not know. If he went to one denomi-

nation they would say, "We are right, and

the others are wrong," and so said all the

others. Like most boys of his age, Joseph

had never read the Bible to any great ex-

tent, hence he was unable to decide in

his own mind, as to which was the true

church. When he saw several denomi-

nations contending one with the other,

he naturally enough supposed that some

of them must be wrong. He began to

search the Bible in his leisure time af-

ter his work was done upon the farm;

and in perusing the New Testament, he

came across a passage which is very fa-

miliar indeed to most of my hearers; the

passage reads thus—"If any of you lack

wisdom let him ask of God, who giveth

to all men liberally and upbraideth not;

and it shall be given him." Mr. Smith re-

ally believed this passage. He did not

read this as one would read a novel,

thinking that it was all imaginary; but,

from his heart, he believed that it meant

what it said, and he said to himself—"I

certainly lack wisdom in relation to my

duty. I do not know which of these de-

nominations is correct, and which is the

church of Christ. I desire to know, with

all my heart, and I will go before the

Lord, and call upon his name, claiming

his promise." He therefore retired a short

distance from his father's house, into a

little grove of timber, and called upon

the Lord, claiming this promise, desir-

ing to know his duty and to be informed

where the true Church of Christ was.

While thus praying, with all his heart,

he discovered in the heavens above him,

a very bright and glorious light, which

gradually descended towards the earth,

and when it reached the tops of the trees

which overshadowed him, the bright-

ness was so great that he expected to

see the leaves of the tree consumed

by it; but when he saw that they were

not consumed he received courage. Fi-

nally the light rested down upon and

overwhelmed him in the midst of it, and

his mind at the same time seemed to

be caught away from surrounding ob-

jects, and he saw nothing excepting the

light and two glorious personages stand-

ing before him in the midst of this light.

One of these personages, pointing to the

other, said—"Behold my beloved Son,

hear ye him." After this, power was given

to Mr. Smith to speak, and in answer

to an inquiry by the Lord as to what

he desired, he said that he desired to

know which was the true Church, that

he might be united thereunto. He was

immediately told, that there was no true

Church of Christ on the earth, that all

had gone astray, and had framed doc-

trines, and dogmas, and creeds by hu-

man wisdom, and that the authority to

administer in the holy ordinances of the

Gospel was not among men upon the

earth, and he was strictly commanded to

go not after any of them, but to keep aloof

from the whole of them. He was also

informed that, in due time, if he would

be faithful in serving the Lord, accord-

ing to the best of his knowledge and abil-

ity, God would reveal to him still further,

and make known to him the true Gospel,

the plan of salvation, in its fulness.

Mr. Smith had this vision before

he was fifteen years old, and, immedi-

ately after receiving it, he began to re-

late it to some of his nearest friends,

and he was told by some of the minis-

ters who came to him to enquire about

it, that there was no such thing as the

visitation of heavenly messengers, that

God gave no new revelation, and that

no visions could be given to the chil-

dren of men in this age. This was


