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like telling him that there was no such

thing as seeing, or feeling, or hearing, or

tasting, or smelling. Why? Because he

knew positively to the contrary; he knew

that he had seen this light, that he had

beheld these two personages, and that

he had heard the voice of one of them;

he also knew that he had received in-

struction from them, and therefore, to

be told that there was no such thing

as revelation or vision in these days,

was like telling him that the sun did

not shine in these days. He knew to

the contrary, and he continued to tes-

tify that God had made himself mani-

fest to him; and in consequence of this,

the prejudices of the different denomina-

tions were aroused against him.

Why should they feel such concern

and anxiety in relation to his testi-

mony as to persecute him, a boy not

quite fifteen years of age? The reason

was obvious—if that testimony was true,

not one of their churches was the true

Church of Christ. No wonder, then, that

they began to persecute, point the fin-

ger of scorn, and say—"There goes the

visionary boy."

In the year 1823, Mr. Smith, be-

ing not quite eighteen years old, was

meditating in his heart concerning the

former vision, and was feeling great

anxiety that the promise might be ful-

filled to him, that he should, at some

future time, have revealed to him the

Gospel in all its fulness. He retired

to his room one Sunday evening, in

September (1823), and commenced to

pray with all the earnestness and faith

that he could possibly obtain, that the

Lord would fulfill the promise that he

had made to him. While thus praying,

he discovered that a light seemed to be

breaking into his room, growing brighter

by degrees, until he saw a personage,

apparently an angel, standing before

him. This personage wore a white robe,

and his countenance had the appear-

ance of lightning, but yet appeared of

an innocent expression. This person-

age did not stand upon the floor of the

room, but his feet were a short distance

above the floor. He informed this boy

that the Lord had sent him as a mes-

senger, in answer to his prayer, in order

to impart unto him further information.

And then he commenced telling him that

this great American continent was once

occupied by a numerous people, the de-

scendants of the house of Israel, most of

them the descendants of a remnant of

the tribe of Joseph; that they came here

from Jerusalem by the direct guidance of

the Almighty, some six centuries before

Christ; that in a vessel, which they built

by the command of God, they came round

by the Gulf of Arabia, crossed the Great

Pacific Ocean, and landed on the western

coast of South America; that the descen-

dants of these people had many Prophets

among them, and that after they had

been on this continent about a thou-

sand years, during the progress of which

they had become divided into two dis-

tinct nations, they fell into great wicked-

ness, and that God threatened themwith

overthrow; the people of one of these

nations were called Lamanites, from

Laman, one of the colony which came

out of Jerusalem; that the people of the

other nation were called Nephites, tak-

ing their name from Nephi, the brother

of Laman; that between three and four

centuries after Christ these two na-

tions occupied the two great wings of

this continent, the Lamanites occupy-

ing South America, and the Nephites

North America; but the Nephites,

at that time, having apostatized


