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on his third visit, not only reiterating

his previous statement, but also declar-

ing many things that were then in the

future in relation to the marvelous work

and wonder which the Lord was about

to perform upon the earth. When he

had withdrawn for the third time, day-

light began to appear in the east, and

Mr. Smith had not slept the whole night;

but he nevertheless went to work with

his father in the field, at their usual

early hour. But the visions of the night

wrought upon his mind to that degree,

that his natural strength began to fail,

and his father, noticing that he looked

pale, advised him to return at once to

the house. He started to do so, but had

only gone part of the way, when he again

saw the light in the heavens, and the

angel of God came down and stood be-

fore him, and commanded him to return

to his father, and relate the visions of

the previous night to him. He did so;

and the old man commanded his son to

be obedient to the heavenly messenger,

believing with all his heart that the vi-

sion was from the Almighty. On this

last occasion the angel told Mr. Smith

to go to the hill Cumorah, which had

been shown to him in vision the previ-

ous night, which was about three miles

from his father's house, and there he

should have the privilege of beholding

the records. He, after having spoken

to his father, accordingly went, and be-

held the records. He knew the place as

soon as he saw it. He saw the crowning

stone of the stone box that covered the

records. It was oval in form, and was

partially bare, the edges being under

the sod. He immediately removed the

turf that covered the edges of this stone,

and, with a lever, succeeded in lifting

off the upper stone, which was cemented

to four others, in the form of a box,

within which he saw the plates and the

Urim and Thummim. He was about to

put forth his hand to take the plates,

when lo! the angel of God appeared

again, and told him that the time had

not fully come for these records to come

forth; that he (Joseph) was yet inexperi-

enced, and needed strength, and that if

he would be obedient to the commands

which he would give to him, and which

the Lord would impart from time to time,

he should, in due time, be permitted to

receive these records, commanding him

at the same time to come there one year

from that date, and that he would ap-

pear again to him, and give him fur-

ther instructions; and thus he should do

from year to year, until he should receive

the plates, provided that he should prove

himself worthy before God; for the angel

said unto him, that these plates could

not be obtained by any person for spec-

ulative purposes; that they contained

records that were sacred, prophecies and

doctrines that were written by ancient

Prophets, and that the Lord God had

promised that these prophecies and rev-

elations should go forth to all people, na-

tions and tongues, and that they could

not be entrusted with anyone to get gain.

From that time, Mr. Smith, on the

22nd of September each year, contin-

ued to visit this place, until the year

1827, he being then not quite twenty-

two years old. On the morning of

the 22nd of September, in the year

1827, the angel of the Lord permit-

ted him to take these records, with

the Urim and Thummim, and he car-

ried them to his father's house. The

people in that neighborhood, having

learned about these things, sought by ev-

ery means in their power—by persecu-

tion, mobs, and every other means that

they could bring to bear, to find these


