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of the water. And after this manner shall

ye baptize in my name, for behold the Fa-

ther and the Son, and the Holy Ghost are

one," etc.

Now, let me ask, who could draw any

two conclusions from words as plain as

these? No person could; and there could

be no two churches differing, or built up

upon the principle of baptism as here re-

vealed. So it is in regard to every other

point of doctrine relating to the plan of

salvation revealed in this book; they are

all just as plain as the one to which I

have called your attention. Hence, when

people understand, and comprehend by

the power of the Holy Ghost, that this

record is divine, and when they can once

put their confidence in it as such, they

never after that need be at a loss con-

cerning the points of the doctrine of our

Lord and Savior. "They that erred in

spirit shall come to understanding; they

that murmured shall learn doctrine."

Again he says—"The deaf shall hear

the words of the book." Has this been lit-

erally fulfilled, or must it be spiritual-

ized? "The eyes of the blind shall also

see out of obscurity and out of darkness

in that day." Does this mean those who

are blind spiritually, or does it mean lit-

erally? I think it means both. Those

who have been blind spiritually are see-

ing out of obscurity and out of dark-

ness, and those who have been deaf spir-

itually are beginning to hear. But this

is not the entire meaning. Do not the

greater part of this congregation, now

sitting before me, know of a surety that

the Lord God has, since he sent forth

the proclamation of this Gospel among

the people, caused the eyes of the blind—

those blind physically, born blind—to be

opened? Do they not know that the ears

of some who were so deaf that they could

not hear the loudest sound have been

literally opened? Yes; you know this, for

it has been done in the four quarters of

the earth. Not in some obscure corner,

where a few individuals have seen it, but

among the nations and kingdoms where

this gospel has been preached; therefore,

the Lord God has indeed fulfilled, to the

very letter, these predictions, uttered by

the ancient prophets in relation to the

great work that should be performed on

the earth in the latter days, when he

should bring forth this book, and should

cause the earth, as it were, to open and

bring forth salvation.

This agrees with the testimony of

David the Prophet; for not only Isa-

iah, but David says, in the 85th Psalm,

when enquiring about the long captiv-

ity of Jacob—"Lord wilt thou not bring

back the captivity of Jacob, that Israel

may rejoice, and that thy people may

be glad?" The Lord, in answering this

prayer of David, tells him how he will

do it. Says he—"I will cause truth to

spring out of the earth and righteousness

shall look down from heaven, and they

shall go before us, to set us in the way

of his steps." Yes, by bringing forth this

work out of the earth, and by raising up

his church, by the divine authority which

he restored again, and by pouring out

the Holy Ghost from heaven, by sending

down righteousness from heaven, and by

truth, which has sprung forth out of the

earth, the Lord has set us again in the

way of his steps. And Israel will truly be

made glad, and the house of Jacob, when

this work shall go forth to them, will no

longer be made ashamed.

This agrees with another prophecy,

where the Prophet Isaiah, in look-

ing after the consolation and redemp-

tion of Jacob in the last days, says—

"Let the skies pour down righteous-

ness, and let the earth open and bring


