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need not expect anything of the kind.

"Why not?" inquires one. Because the

Lord informs us that but a few of those

who were then driven out should stand

to receive their inheritances. We read

this, or indications thereof, in several

revelations, the language being some-

thing like this—"You shall be persecuted

from synagogue to synagogue, and from

city to city, and but few shall stand to re-

ceive their inheritances." Now if a great

portion of those who were driven out

should live and they should be restored

back again, they might afterwards say—

"This does not seem to agree with the

revelation, here are pretty much all that

were driven out." But this will not be the

case. When you come to count up, a few

years hence, those who were driven forth

from that land, you will find that there

will be very few indeed; there will, how-

ever, be some out of that number, but

only a very few. There will be some that

will live to behold that day, and will re-

turn and receive their inheritances, they

and their children, grandchildren, and

great grandchildren, according to the

promise.

We have a special promise in rela-

tion to that land given to us as Latter-

day Saints, a promise which I believe I

have formerly repeated in this house. It

was first given on the 2nd day of Jan-

uary, 1831, at a general conference of

pretty much all the Saints who lived

in the State of New York, held in the

house where the Church was first or-

ganized. The revelation was given

in their presence, written by a scribe

as the sentences fell from the mouth

of the Prophet Joseph. Among the

great things then made known was the

following—"I hold forth and deign to

give to you greater riches, even a land

of promise, a land upon which there

shall be no curse when the Lord shall

come; and this is my covenant with you,

that I will give it unto you and unto

your children after you, for an everlast-

ing inheritance; and you shall possess

it in time and possess it again in eter-

nity, never more to pass away." If there

are any strangers here I will say, for

their information, that this is the reason

why we call that land a land of promise.

And though we have been deprived of

it, now for upwards of forty years, some

of us hold deeds for portions of it which

we purchased, paying our moneys to the

United States officials, who sold it to us

at the government price, but we were

not permitted to live upon the lands thus

purchased. You may think this rather

a curious thing in this great American

republic, one of the most liberal govern-

ments on the face of the whole earth; but

if it is a strange thing it is known as the

truth to thousands and tens of thousands

that we were dispossessed of our inheri-

tances. The land is still there, but it is

occupied by those who do not own it.

Inquires one—"Why were you driven

from that land?" I might answer you by

repeating the words of our enemies, for

they have published their reasons for

driving us from our homes. One rea-

son was that we pretended to speak in

tongues, which was considered a mortal

offense against religionists. This was one

accusation that they brought against us,

as you will find in their published dec-

larations, in which they pledged their

lives, their property and their sacred

honor to dispossess us of our homes.

Another accusation was that we pro-

fessed to heal the sick. What a

terrible crime it was for a man to

lay his hands on sick persons and


