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come a fruitful land, and the Lord has

fulfilled many and many a prophecy

recorded in Isaiah and the Psalms of

David in relation to making the desert

blossom as the rose and making it like

the garden of the Lord. It is thus proph-

esied, and that it has been fulfilled no

one can dispute, who will reflect and re-

alize for a moment what the Lord has

done since we came here to this land.

When the pioneers reached here, in July,

1847, we went out to what is now termed

Black Rock, over beyond the first point

of the western mountains; we went into

the lake to bathe, and we could walk

up to that rock, the water being sev-

eral feet below the dry ground on which

we walked to get to it. What do you

now behold? Ten feet of water over

that ground on which we walked. The

Lake, since then, has been continually

rising, until ten or twelve feet of wa-

ter have been added to it. We might

naturally have supposed that it would

have fallen that much instead of rising.

Why? Because the waters, which be-

fore then had been continually empty-

ing into the Lake were withheld from it

and used to irrigate the soil and evapo-

rated again into the heavens. This, ac-

cording to natural appearances, would

have a tendency to lower the streams;

but with all the use of the waters and

of the streams for the irrigation of crops,

&c., there has been a continual rise in

the Lake. We read numerous prophe-

cies referring to the last days, in which

it is said that the wilderness should be

like the Garden of Eden, and that the

desert should be made to blossom as

the rose, that it should blossom abun-

dantly, and rejoice even with joy and

singing, and that they should have songs

of melody, thanksgiving in the desert,

&c. I might quote you numerous chap-

ters in Isaiah and in the Psalms of

David, relating to this subject, but I have

not time, I want to pass along to some

other points.

Notwithstanding all these favors and

blessings since we came here, we have

had to wear ourselves out, so great has

been the labor we have had to perform.

We could not go out before breakfast

and cut and haul a load of wood, as

we could in Jackson County; we could

not go out and get in one day three or

four loads of logs and poles to fence our

farms as we could in places where we for-

merly resided. But we had to expend an

immense amount of labor, and a great

deal of capital and means was expended

in working roads up into these difficult

rugged canyons in order to get timber

for building and fencing purposes, and

for fuel. Then we had to stop up of

nights to take the little amount of wa-

ter allotted to each man or family, for

it was necessary to husband it as eco-

nomically as possible in order to bring

our crops to maturity. This excessive la-

bor has worn many out, and sent them

to untimely graves. It is a marvel to

me that we have been able to build

schoolhouses and educate our children

in any degree, especially when consider-

ing the vast labor that has been required

of them, for as they began to grow up

and ought to have been at school, they

have had to be in the mountains herd-

ing sheep, or at work irrigating the soil;

and under all these multiplied difficul-

ties, it is certainly astonishing beyond

measure, that the people throughout all

the settlements of Utah Territory have

been able to build schoolhouses and to

educate their children, but the feeling,

on the part of both parents and chil-

dren, has been to acquire as good an

education as possible under the circum-


