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forth unto them—"and shall be lifted up in
the pride of their hearts above all nations,
and above all the people of the whole
earth,”—you can judge whether this is
true or not so far as the American nation
is concerned—*"“and shall be filled with all
manner of lyings, and of deceits, and of
mischiefs, and all manner of hypocrisy, and
murders, and priestcrafts, and whoredoms,
and secret abominations; and if they shall
do all those things, and shall reject the ful-
ness of my gospel, behold, saith the Father,
I will bring the fulness of my gospel from
among them.”

Now here is a point which I wish to
speak upon and explain before I go on
to the next sentence, which has a bearing
upon something which we have yet got
to do. The Lord has told us in this saying
that if the Gentiles should not believe in
this book—the fulness of the Gospel—and
should be lifted up in their pride above all
nations, and be filled with all manner of ly-
ings, mischiefs, whoredoms, abominations
and every kind of evil, that he would bring
the fulness of his Gospel from among
them. I wish to state that when I read
this in 1830, it was a great mystery to me.
Recollect this was written and printed be-
fore there was any Latter-day Saint Church
in existence, and yet here was a prophecy
that the Lord would bring the fulness of
his Gospel from among the Gentiles if they
did not receive it. When the Lord com-
manded us to go up and settle in Jackson
County I thought to myself—“Well, if
we build up a great city here, according
to that which is predicted in the Book of
Mormon, we shall be right in the midst of
the Gentiles, and how will it be possible
for that prophecy ever to be fulfilled?” It
was a mystery to me, I could not see it. I
knew it was true, for God had given me a
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witness and evidence that I knew as well as
I knew that I lived that that book was true;
but yet I could not understand how the
Lord would bring the fulness of his Gospel
from among the Gentiles if we were going
to be permitted to build up a city in
Jackson County, Missouri, and stay there.
But some seventeen years after the rise of
this Church circumstances rolled round by
which the Lord fulfilled this prophecy in
taking the main body of the people from
among the Gentiles. Not voluntarily al-
together, for we did not all feel perfectly
willing to leave our houses. We had been
driven four times before from lands and
homes, and we did not really feel willing
to leave; but still, rather than be shot down
and mobbed, as many of our people had
been, we concluded to move the fifth time,
and we did so because we were obliged
to, but little did we think then that we
were fulfilling a prophecy in the Book of
Mormon, such a thought had not entered
into our hearts. But we were brought out
west here to these mountains, and I do not
know of another place on the face of this
vast continent where we could have been so
completely isolated from the Gentiles, the
wicked who had rejected the Gospel, as we
were by coming out en masse to this land.
“If the Gentiles shall sin against the ful-
ness of my gospel, behold, saith the Father,
I will bring the fulness of my gospel from
among them.” It was done, the prediction
was fulfilled to the very letter. You might
have passed through the land there for
hundreds and hundreds of miles, from city
to city, and inquired for an Elder who had
authority to baptize for the remission of
sins and to build up the Church and king-
dom of God, and the answer would have
been—“There is no such person here.”

5/16/20 9:04 PM



