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some of them will have to come from five

to eight thousand miles in order to reach

the New Jerusalem. This will be quite a

work, and yet we shall have to perform it

after the city is built.

What then? After they are all gath-

ered, "then shall the powers of heaven

come down and be in the midst of this

people, and I also will be in your midst."

Now I do not say that this will be a pe-

riod after his second coming in the clouds

of heaven, but I believe that it will be

a coming prior to that time, when he

comes to manifest himself to all the na-

tions and kindreds of the earth. It will

be a fulfillment of that saying in the

Psalms of David—"Give ear, O Shepherd

of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like

a flock. Stir up thy strength and come

and save us." He is called, in a peculiar

manner, the shepherd of Israel. This is

what is meant also in the blessing of Ja-

cob upon the twelve tribes of Israel, or

more especially upon the tribe of Joseph.

You recollect he called up his twelve sons

to bestow upon them his last prophetic

blessing. He told them that he would in-

form them what should take place in the

latter days. Joseph, he said, is a fruit-

ful bough by a well, whose branches run

over the wall. As much as to say that the

descendants of Joseph would be so nu-

merous that they would not all stay on

the old homestead near Jerusalem, but

some of them would run over the wall,

that is, go to some other place. "The

archers have sorely grieved him, they

have shot at him and hated him, but his

bow abode in strength, and the arms of

his hands were made strong by the hand

of the mighty God of Jacob; from thence

is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel."

Now who can explain and tell us

what this means? Can any of the

wise commentators of the day? Can

any of those who have studied theology

all their lifetime, tell us why it is from

Joseph that the Shepherd, the Stone of

Israel is to be made manifest? Says

one—"It cannot have reference to his

birth, because Jesus descended from Ju-

dah, instead of Joseph, out of the loins

of Judah, through the lineage of David.

He is the Lion of the tribe of Judah."

Why then this peculiar saying of the old

Prophet Jacob, about the tribe of Joseph,

that from thence is the Shepherd, the

Stone of Israel, if he was not born of

Joseph, and did not descend through

that tribe? This is a very curious kind

of a saying. But he will be made mani-

fest in the character of a shepherd, and

that shepherd will lead Joseph as a flock,

and he will stir up his strength and will

save the house of Joseph. But it will be in

his own time and way. First, a remnant

will be converted; second, Zion will be re-

deemed, and all among the Gentiles who

believe will assist this remnant of Jacob

in building the New Jerusalem; third,

a vast number of missionaries will be

sent throughout the length and breadth

of this great continent, to gather all the

dispersed of his people in unto the New

Jerusalem; fourth, the power of heaven

will be made manifest in the midst of

this people, and the Lord also will be in

their midst, in the character of a shep-

herd, and he will lead Joseph as a flock,

and he will instruct and counsel them

personally as he did their ancient fathers

in the days of their righteousness.

This is what we must look for—

these are the things that must be ful-

filled, and for which we must seek

and pray in an understanding man-

ner. Not asking God to redeem

Zion before he has redeemed a portion

of the remnants of Joseph; not ask-


