
fathers: Mine angel shall go before you, 
but not my presence. But I say unto you: 
Mine angels shall go before you, and also 
my presence.” It was, in ancient days, a 
great calamity to Israel, when the Lord 
swore in his wrath that he would not go 
up in their midst, but that he would send 
an angel before them. Why did the Lord 
do this? Because of the wickedness and 
stiffneckedness of that people. He had 
redeemed them out of the land of Egypt, 
and they would not hearken to the words 
of Moses, they would not obey the voice 
of the Lord, but they stiffened their necks 
and hardened their hearts against the 
counsels that they received, and for this 
reason the Lord was under the necessity 
of leading them for forty years in the wil-
derness, considering them unworthy to 
go into their choice and promised land, 
and he swore an oath that all of that com-
pany—hundreds of thousands—who had 
come out of the land of Egypt, from twen-
ty years old and upward, except Joshua 
and Caleb, should not enter into the Land 
of Promise, so great was their wickedness; 
and he fulfilled his word. So provoked was 
he on one occasion at their rebellion, that 
he threatened to consume them in a mo-
ment, but Moses plead with the Lord to 
spare his people, lest the people around 
about should say that the Lord could not 
bring his people into the Promised Land. 
Moses said—“Remember thy covenant 
which thou didst make with Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, our fathers, that they 
and their seed should have this land for 
an everlasting inheritance.” “No,” said 
the Lord, “I can raise up seed unto you, 
Moses, that you may go in and possess the 
land.” “No,” said Moses, “remember that 
ancient covenant, that thy people may 
not be deprived of their inheritance;” and

the Lord finally concluded to hearken to 
the voice of Moses, and to let them go into 
the land. But said he—“My presence shall 
not go up with you, lest I break forth upon 
you in my wrath, and you be consumed in 
a moment; but I will send an angel with 
you.”

In these last days, in redeeming his 
people from bondage he has told us in 
plain words, that his angel should go be-
fore us and also his presence; and as, in the 
deliverance of Israel in ancient times the 
waters were divided and plagues sent forth 
upon the Egyptian nation, it would not 
surprise me at all if there should be simi-
lar power manifested in the redemption of 
Zion. There may be a few individuals go to 
prepare the way, to purchase a little more 
land and get things in orders; but when 
that is accomplished, this people as a body 
will return to that land, the Lord going 
with them.

In ancient times, so long as the Lord 
did continue with Israel, he manifested his 
glory over their camp by a cloud by day; 
and whenever the cloud arose they fol-
lowed it, and wherever it rested, there they 
pitched their tents and remained until the 
cloud moved again, when they again jour-
neyed on. Now, if Zion is to be redeemed 
after the same manner, you need not be 
surprised if the Lord God should let his 
glory, in the form of a cloud by day and 
the shining of a flaming fire by night, be 
over all the camp of Zion. This is what I 
look for; perhaps I am a little enthusiastic, 
but it is really what I look for and expect; 
and when the Lord says that his presence 
shall go with us, I expect he will be in the 
midst of this people as he was in the midst 
of ancient Israel until they rejected him 
from their midst.

Did  he  conve r s e  w i th  them in 
the wilderness before he left them?
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