SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, ETC.

system to his kingdom? If our Govern-
ment would not receive a man on an
old commission given to a person dead
and gone, why should it be supposed
that the Lord is so inconsistent as to say
that Tom, Dick and Harry, and all the
world, or part of it, were called to be min-
isters because a commission was given
to eleven men some eighteen hundred
years ago? Why, that commission did not
authorize any but those to whom it was
given; and to my mind it looks supremely
ridiculous for any person to claim that he
is commissioned to preach and to admin-
ister the ordinances of the Gospel, be-
cause eleven men received authority to
do so eighteen hundred years ago.

Says one—'"You are very uncharita-
ble." Can't help it; if that is uncharita-
ble, I will confess that I am uncharita-
ble, and I cannot help it; though I be-
lieve that true charity leads us to be-
lieve things that are reasonable, consis-
tent, and in accordance with the word of
God, and that I try to do. However nu-
merous my own imperfections may be,
it is my real desire, and has been from
my youth to the present time, to be con-
sistent. These are some reasons, among
a multitude that might be named, why
we, as Latter-day Saints, believe that
the kingdom of God which was set up
in ancient days has had no place on the
earth for some seventeen centuries past,
so far as the eastern continent is con-
cerned. The kingdom of God was set up
in ancient America, and it existed un-
til between three and four centuries af-
ter Christ, consequently when we say
that it has not existed upon the earth
for upwards of seventeen centuries past,
we have reference particularly to the na-
tions of the east.

Says one—"That is an awful con-
dition for our earth to be in to have
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no Christian Church upon it for so long
a period. Cannot help it. If it is a woeful
condition, it is necessary for us to search
the Scriptures in order that we may
learn if God ever intends to alter this
order of things, and if he ever intends
to again establish his kingdom upon the
earth. Daniel, in his prophecy, has in-
formed us that such will be the case.
He saw the time when that great event
would take place. He saw the four great
kingdoms which should bear rule over
all the earth. The fourth great power
which bore rule over the world was the
great Roman Empire, which was repre-
sented by the two legs of the great image
which he saw. And as the world grew
older this empire was divided, and the
various kingdoms which sprang there-
from became so weakened that they were
represented, not by iron altogether, but
by iron mixed with miry clay. They had
not the strength of former kingdoms, and
they are the kingdoms of modern Eu-
rope and the Republic of America, which
has been built up by people who have
come over to the American continent,
and have established one of the wisest
and best governments upon the face of
the whole earth, but yet not established
altogether after the order of the kingdom
of God.

All these modern kingdoms as you
now behold them, the Scandinavians, for
instance, in the north, and the Germans,
Italians, Swiss, French, the Spaniards
and Austrians, and all other kingdoms
representing Christendom, have grown
out of the great Roman Empire, which
once had dominion over all these lands,
and they were represented by the feet
of the image spoken of by the Prophet
Daniel.

It is comparatively an easy task
to locate the kingdoms represented by
the various portions of the completed



