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Rocky Mountains." We started because

we were obliged to; we got here; and now

we are becoming quite a people. But

what was the object of our enemies in

driving us here, into what was termed

the Great American desert? They no

doubt thought that if we once got here,

we should surely perish, for they sup-

posed that no human being could ever

gain a livelihood by cultivating the earth

in this desert. The only inhabitants it

then contained was a few Indians, who

lived by digging roots, and catching and

drying crickets, and grasshoppers and

rattlesnakes, with now and then a rab-

bit; and these Indians would, once in a

while, be able to partially clothe them-

selves with rabbit skins. Our enemies

thought—"If we can only get the 'Mor-

mons' into that desert, that will be the

end of 'Mormonism.'"

We are here, what have we done, with

the blessing of the Lord and his mul-

tiplied kindness and mercies upon us?

We have found that God has blessed the

land and blessed the exertions of his peo-

ple. He has blessed them in building

up many cities, towns and villages, for

some four hundred miles in extent, in

the very heart of these great interior

mountains of America. He has blessed

us in erecting several hundred school-

houses; he has blessed us in reclaim-

ing the desert, and with many bless-

ings that might be named. All praise

be to him! He it is who has sent

rains upon this burnt and parched-up

soil. When we came here, Salt Lake was

twelve feet lower than it is now. We

took all these little streams and turned

them on to our land, and according to

all natural supposition, the waters of

Salt Lake would have become lower and

lower. Why? Because all these streams

were cut off from entering it. But

instead of becoming lower and lower,

we find that, after taking stream after

stream, and rivulet after rivulet to ir-

rigate our crops, God has actually sent

rains from the heavens in such abun-

dance that Salt Lake is now about twelve

feet higher than when the pioneers came

here in 1847.

Is there anything said about this

desert in prophecy? Yes. You can

find many prophecies in Isaiah, David's

psalms, and other Prophets, predicting

that, about or near the time of the com-

ing of the Lord, "the wilderness and

the solitary place shall be made glad

for them." That the "desert shall rejoice

and blossom as the rose; it shall blos-

som abundantly, and rejoice even with

joy and singing." Isaiah further says that

"the Lord shall comfort Zion; he shall

comfort all her waste places, he shall

make her wilderness like Eden, and her

desert like the garden of the Lord; joy

and gladness shall be found therein,

thanksgiving and the voice of melody."

Also that he would "cause springs of wa-

ter to break out in the desert, and that

the parched ground should become pools

of living water."

How is it brethren? I appeal to you

who are acquainted and were here in

1847? Many of you know that, in places

where there would be a little spring

then, about sufficient to water half an

acre, now there is water enough to water

land sufficient to sustain several hun-

dred families. This is a literal fulfill-

ment of the prophecy which says that

"the parched ground shall become pools

of living water."

Now let us come more directly to

the words of our text. I had al-

most forgotten the text. "All ye in-

habitants of the world, and dwellers

on the earth, see ye, when he lifteth

up an ensign upon the mountains; and

when he bloweth a trumpet; hear ye."


