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It seems then that God is going to lift
up an ensign upon the mountains. What
do you mean by an ensign? According
to the definitions given by our lexicogra-
phers an ensign is a kind of a standard
to which people rally and around which
they gather. The Lord is going then,
to lift up an ensign on the mountains,
and it is to be so wonderful in its na-
ture, something of so much importance
that not part of the people are required
to understand it; but in the language of
Isaiah, "all ye inhabitants of the world,"
all nations, languages and kindreds are
required to see, when the Lord lifts up
an ensign on the mountains: "When he
bloweth a trumpet hear ye." What kind
of a trumpet? The trumpet of the Gospel,
that which takes the Gospel to all these
nations, calling upon them to flee out
of their own lands. Gather out from
the nations, come together in one, go up
into the mountains where the kingdom
of God is established for the last time.
What for? To escape the judgments and
tribulations which must come upon the
nations of great Babylon.

There is an indication in prophecy
where these mountains, in which this
ensign is to be raised, are located; the
Lord has not left us in the dark concern-
ing this matter. Let us read the first
verse of the chapter from which our text
is taken. "Woe to the land shadowing
with wings, which is beyond the rivers of
Ethiopia: All ye inhabitants of the world,
and dwellers on the earth, see ye, when
he lifteth up an ensign on the mountains;
and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear
ye." I will also read the fifth and sixth
verses— ' For afore the harvest, when the
bud is perfect, and the sour grape is
ripening in the flower, he shall both
cut off the sprigs with pruninghooks,
and take away and cut down the
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branches. They shall be left together
unto the fowls of the mountains, and to
the beasts of the earth: and the fowls
shall summer upon them, and all the
beasts of the earth shall winter upon
them."

It seems, then, that the Prophet saw
in vision a land that seemed to repre-
sent two great wings, and a land, too,
that was beyond the rivers of Ethiopia,
from where the Prophet delivered this
prophecy. Palestine, the land where
Isaiah dwelt when he delivered this
prophecy, was northeast from Ethiopia,
and he speaks of a land shadowing with
wings beyond the rivers of Ethiopia. We
have not any map in this room, or we
might point out how the two divisions of
the continent of North and South Amer-
ica resemble two great wings, connected
together at the Isthmus. I scarcely ever
look at the outlines of the two divisions
of this continent as depicted on a map,
without being reminded of the wings of
a bird; and I presume that when Isa-
iah, in vision, saw this western conti-
nent, it made the same impression upon
his mind, and, as he did not know what
name would be given to the continent
of America, he had no better way to
give expression to his ideas, than to call
it the land shadowing with wings, in
other words, having the appearance of
huge wings, and that it would be be-
yond the rivers of Ethiopia, from where
he dwelt. If you trace the maps, and
pass through the land of Ethiopia, where
could you find a land the outlines of
which so much resemble the wings of
a bird, as the land of America? I do
not know of any. And it seems that
this land so described, had a woe pro-
nounced upon it. "For afore the harvest,
when the bud is perfect, and the sour
grape is ripening in the flower, he shall
cut off the sprigs with pruninghooks



