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and take away and cut down the

branches. They shall be left together

unto the fowls of the mountain, and to

the beasts of the earth: and the fowls

shall summer upon them, and all the

beasts of the earth shall winter upon

them." This is an awful judgment to

come upon that land beyond the rivers

of Ethiopia.

But first, before this judgment is to

come upon the wicked of that land, the

Prophet speaks of a message, or some-

thing that should concern all the inhab-

itants of the world and the dwellers on

the earth, showing that the people will,

in God's mercy, be warned before these

awful judgments come; showing, also,

that after the raising of the ensign on the

mountains, the inhabitants of this west-

ern continent will be among the first to

experience these terrible judgments.

The harvest is said to be the end of

the wicked world; and if it is so, "afore

the harvest," that is, before the final end

comes he will visit the inhabitants of the

land shadowing with wings, beyond the

rivers of Ethiopia with judgments that

are terribly severe, that will cause them

to lie by hundreds and thousands un-

buried, from one end of the land to the

other, to be meat for the fowls of the air

and the beasts of the earth. Why? Be-

cause the judgments will be swift, giving

no time for burial.

Inquires one—"Do you really be-

lieve that such judgments are coming

upon our nation?" I do not merely be-

lieve, but I know it, just as well as I

knew, twenty-eight years before it com-

menced, that there would be war be-

tween the North and the South. We

knew that by a revelation which God

gave through his servant Joseph Smith,

twenty-eight years before the war of

the rebellion commenced; and it was

published in the languages of vari-

ous nations years and years before

the war was inaugurated, and it took

place precisely according to the words of

the Prophet, and it began in the very lo-

cality specified in the revelation, namely,

South Carolina. We know that these

judgments are coming with the same cer-

tainty that we knew concerning the war

of the rebellion.

But there will be a chance to escape

from these judgments for all who are

willing to gather to the place of refuge

which God has appointed in the moun-

tains; all people can rally and gather to

that place if they wish to do so. This is

spoken of in many places. Let us turn to

the fifth chapter of Isaiah, and see what

is said there, concerning the ensign. In

the 26th verse we read—"And he will lift

up an ensign to the nations from far, and

will hiss unto them from the ends of the

earth: and, behold, they shall come with

speed swiftly." An ensign for the nations

lifted up from afar! Isaiah, where were

you, when you delivered that prophecy?

In Palestine. What land would be far

off from Palestine, where you resided? I

think this American continent would be

about as far off as almost any portion of

the globe.

When the Lord commences this mes-

sage it will be sent from the nation

"afar off" to the ends of the earth; and

there will be a gathering connected with

it, of that people who shall come with

speed swiftly. The Prophet probably

did not know the nature and power

of steam in the days to which he re-

ferred, and that the gathering would

be effected by means of steamboats

and railroads; but he did understand

that there would be some very swift

method of conveyance. He did not un-

derstand the meaning of railroads, and

many things connected with them, for

they are a modern invention, and the

terms used in designating them are


