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It is an old sectarian whim and notion, to

suppose that we must not try to under-

stand revelation. You know that when

they come to something in the divine

records which they do not understand,

they will say—"Oh, the Lord never in-

tended us to understand that, that is

a mystery, we must not search into

these things, they are mysteries." Just

as though the Lord would reveal some-

thing that he never intended or wished

the human family to understand. Say-

ing nothing about the Deity, it would be

an act of foolishness on the part of a man

to attempt a revelation of something that

he never intended his fellow men to un-

derstand. The Lord is more consistent

than man; and if he reveals anything,

he surely intends that thing to be for

the profit and edification of the pure in

heart.

I was going to say that we had dwelt

too long on baptism for the remission of

sins. But no, we should still retain that

in our remembrance. Not leaving the

principles of the doctrine of Christ, we

ought to go on to perfection. I believe

that King James' translation of that pas-

sage says—"Therefore leaving the prin-

ciples of the doctrine of Christ, let us

go on unto perfection." But the trans-

lation given by the inspiration of the

Holy Ghost, through the Prophet of the

Lord puts in the little word not. "There-

fore not leaving the principles of the

doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto

perfection." I do not want the people

to leave baptism, or to cast from their

minds, and forget the first principles of

the doctrine of Christ; but, on the con-

trary, you should always retain them

in your memories. When you repented

you did a good work; retain that good

work in your minds. When you were

baptized for the remission of your sins,

through the ministration of a servant

of God divinely authorized, you did a

good work; retain that in your minds,

do not leave that principle. When you

had hands laid upon you for the gift of

the Holy Ghost, and that was confirmed

upon you, you were obedient to one of

the principles of the doctrine of Christ;

do not leave that, but retain it in your

minds. Do not suppose, however, that

those first principles are the only ones to

be learned; do not become stereotyped in

your feelings, and think that you must

always dwell upon them and proceed no

further. If there be knowledge concern-

ing the future; if there be knowledge con-

cerning the present; if there be knowl-

edge concerning ages that are past, any

species of knowledge that would be ben-

eficial to the mind of man, let us seek

for it, and that which we cannot ob-

tain by using the light which God has

placed within us, by using our reasoning

powers, by reading books, or by human

wisdom alone, let us seek to a higher

source—to that Being who is filled with

knowledge, and who has given laws to all

things and who, in his wisdom, goodness,

justice and mercy, controls all things ac-

cording to their capacity, and according

to the various spheres and conditions in

which they are placed.

When we reflect upon this sub-

ject, the query naturally arises in our

minds—if he has given a law unto all

things and has set bounds and condi-

tions to every law which he has given,

will it hurt any intelligent being to

learn concerning those laws as far as

he possibly can? I think not. To illus-

trate this, let us suppose that a learned

man, by years of research and study,

has discovered many of the great laws

of nature, and that he has a family


