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Taylor. I therefore rise to say such things

as shall be suggested to me by the Spirit

of the Lord on this occasion.

To one who has been absent for a

long time from home, the privilege of

mingling with one's brethren and sisters,

those of the same faith, who have the

same views, and who are laboring for

the same objects, the privilege of return-

ing and associating with them is very

delightful, at least it is so to me, and

it takes away from me whatever dis-

position I might have under other cir-

cumstances to speak. My feelings, upon

returning after a lengthy absence from

home, have seemed to me entirely too big

for utterance; I could not command lan-

guage to give proper expression to them.

Where one is at home all the time, this,

probably, will not be appreciated.

During my absence I have enjoyed

excellent health and I have had a good

deal of peace; in fact I may say, as it

will probably be satisfactory to many

to know, that I have enjoyed myself

far better than I could have expected.

There has been a very different feeling

in Washington during this last session

of Congress from that which prevailed

during the first session, that is so far

as we are concerned. There has been

a greater feeling of liberality, a dispo-

sition to look upon the people of Utah

more as fellow citizens than, I think,

was manifested during the first session

of this Congress. There were times dur-

ing the first session when it seemed to

me that it required all the faith and en-

ergy that I could muster to resist that

oppressive feeling which probably, many

who are here, have experienced when

they have been brought in contact with

a strong feeling of opposition. It is

more of a spiritual feeling, a feeling that

appeals to the spiritual senses, than any-

thing that I could describe of a physi-

cal character. There were times during

the first session when that feeling was

very strong, especially during the pen-

dency of the McKee, Poland and other

bills framed for the express purpose of

giving our enemies power over us. But

I had comparatively little or none of that

feeling during the last session; although,

as you are doubtless aware, so far as I

myself was concerned, my seat seemed

to be in greater peril during last session

than it was the first session. A portion

of the Committee on Elections reached

a conclusion upon my case, a techni-

cal majority of the members of the com-

mittee present having adopted a resolu-

tion to exclude me from my seat. They

varied the language usually adopted on

such occasions to make it, I suppose, not

hurt so badly, by calling it exclusion in-

stead of expulsion. But notwithstanding

this was the case, and it might be said

that I stood in greater peril personally,

I enjoyed myself much better, and there

was greater liberality and a greater dis-

position manifested to deal justly and

fairly with us who live in this Terri-

tory. Whether this feeling was the re-

sult of last Fall's elections or not I will

not say. You who are politicians can

judge for yourselves. I suppose that ev-

eryone who has democratic inclinations

or proclivities will be very apt to at-

tribute this change of feeling to the fact

that the democrats obtained some victo-

ries last Fall. But whatever the cause

was, the fact is as I have stated; and

as it is a matter, doubtless, of some in-

terest to all of you, and it is not con-

trary to our views to talk, on a Sunday,

about matters that pertain to our tempo-

ral salvation, because our temporal and


