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spiritual salvation are so intimately

blended that they may be said to be in-

separable, of course I do not think it im-

proper to allude to it.

My feelings respecting us as a peo-

ple, at the present time, outside of what

I see at home, are of a more cheerful

and hopeful character than I have had

cause to indulge in for years. There are

some things at home which if I were to

look at them very closely, would discour-

age me in some respects, because I think

that we are far from being what we ought

to be; and you know our views on these

subjects are that we cannot expect much

prosperity, for ourselves or for the cause

with which we are identified, so long as

we ourselves are not in a position to war-

rant the bestowal of that prosperity upon

us. Believing, as we do, that God our

Eternal Father is at the foundation of

this work, and that his providence is over

it and controlling all things for its good,

we, of course, cannot imagine that he is

going to give any very great prosperity

to this cause, or to us as a community

unless we are in a position to be bene-

fited thereby; he is not going to bestow

blessings upon us that will injure us, and

which, instead of proving advantageous,

would prove destructive to us. On this

account I have entertained some doubts

concerning our future since I returned

home, as the result, probably, of very

partial observation, however, for I have

had very limited opportunities of seeing

or of judging correctly about this. But to

have a great degree of prosperity, there

should be more faith manifested by us,

more union, more love, and more of those

graces which ought to adorn the charac-

ter of the Latter-day Saints.

But I think there is a bright and

very encouraging future for us as a

people. In Congress, as I have said, there

has been a greater disposition than has

been manifested for years, to accord to

Utah her rights. There has been a feel-

ing, which some have taken pains to fos-

ter, that the best means that a Federal

official could take to obtain office, and

then to retain it after he had obtained

it, was to declare war among the peo-

ple in whose midst he was sent to act.

This has actually been the policy that

has been adopted by some in this Ter-

ritory for years, and, judging from their

actions, the idea has been that no bet-

ter passport to favor with the Admin-

istration could be urged than the fact

that an official was inimical to the peo-

ple and was laboring strenuously to de-

stroy them and their religion; and every

man holding office, who has not adopted

this policy has been placed under a ban,

and has been made to feel that he stood

in jeopardy. The result has been an-

tagonism and hostility between classes

when there should have been union; in

fact, where there was already too great

a disposition for it to exist naturally, it

has received encouragement from those

who have had this feeling; and a great

many in high places, legislators and oth-

ers, have seemed to think that in passing

laws it was only necessary to know that

they were designed to operate in Utah,

to receive their sanction, without caring

any thing about the nature of the laws

themselves. Hence the favor with which

were received such bills as Cullom's, Mc-

Kee's, Frelinghuysen's and others which

have been introduced into Congress, in-

tended to operate exclusively in Utah.

During this last session I heard

the enquiry made, when a bill was

introduced—"Is it intended for Utah

alone?" and many members were

ready to jump to their feet and op-

pose it because it was so intended.


