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be self-sustaining, and then the bless-

ings of the Almighty will attend them

even more abundantly.

The Lord has, from time to time,

through his servants, given forth a line

of conduct or principle for us to be guided

by, so that we may become more united

than we have been hitherto; and while it

may be said that we are slowly approach-

ing that point, we are far from having

advanced in the principles of unity to

the fullest extent, and hence we can-

not realize the blessings that will accrue

when that unity which the Lord desires

to see among his people is fully estab-

lished. But we have commenced, and we

can work in that direction, and it is our

bounden duty to do so; and the farther

we progress the more will his blessings

be multiplied towards us; and if we con-

tinue in the path marked out for us by

the Almighty through his servants, we

shall ultimately attain to a fulness. This

is the way I understand it.

We have come up here to be taught in

his ways that we may walk in his paths.

Men should not mark out paths for them-

selves to walk in, they are not capable of

doing so. You may say that this infringes

upon man's agency and independence;

but it makes no difference what may be

said or thought of this, it is true, and we

need only look abroad in the world to see

the difficulties which beset the people on

every hand to find ample confirmation

of this statement. Are the people sat-

isfied with the paths they have marked

out for themselves? No, nowhere on the

face of the earth. There is one whose

guidance we need, he is wiser than we

are, for he has passed through all the or-

deals and trials of a lower estate, and has

gained an experience far beyond the ex-

perience of men, and he is now willing to

lead and guide his children here on the

earth if they will only allow him to do

so. But men generally think they know

best themselves, they are not willing to

be guided by the God of heaven, they

give the preference to the paths marked

out by themselves. Are their own coun-

sels the best? No, they are not, and the

Latter-day Saints ought to know it by

this time. A great many of them do know

it; some do not, but I trust that they will,

and that they will continue to learn and

progress in these things, until they know

beyond all question that God's way is the

best, and that it is not only superior to

man's way, but that there is no other by

which men and women can build up a

community which will be wise, virtuous

and happy, and by which the resources

of the earth may be developed and the

elements used so as to best promote the

general good. God's way is as much bet-

ter than man's way, as the heavens are

higher than the earth.

There is no true principle, no true

philosophy, no good thing that comes

from any source except that which I have

been speaking of. No matter through

whom, or by whom it comes to the chil-

dren of men, it has emanated from that

source—from God our Father. Then why

can we not implicitly trust him, and put

our faith and confidence in him? We

may rest assured that he will withhold

no good thing that will prove beneficial to

us. He never did and he never will reveal

a thing to the children of men but what,

if it can be carried out according to his

design, will prove an advantage and a

blessing to them. Men may undertake to

change that which God has revealed, and

try to make it mean something else; but

it is folly to do so. In taking this course

they go into by and forbidden paths, and,

being then without the light of truth,


