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that is all. We have a right to ask and de-
mand that, and to maintain it, and we
expect to do it.

But we who have embraced the prin-
ciples of truth, should we not begin to di-
vest ourselves of some of our notions and
ideas, and go to and build up the king-
dom of God more perfectly? In our hearts
and feelings we desire to do it, but our
traditions, to which we cling with such
tenacity, sometimes prevent us from com-
ing quite up to the mark, and we do not
advance in this direction perhaps quite as
fast as we should do. The line is marked
out; the Lord through his servants is con-
tinually showing us the way, but I some-
times think that we are slow coming to it.
We should become more self-sustaining.
We have been drifting in the wrong direc-
tion for the past few years. It is necessary
for us to turn a short corner and drift in a
direction that will make us self-sustaining.
If we do this we shall become more inde-
pendent and more closely united, and in a
short time we shall find that it will be the
path of prosperity. It is a matter of good
political economy for any community to
become self-sustaining; and not only to
raise and manufacture what they need for
their own use, but also some for exporta-
tion. Then the balance of trade will be in
their favor. But I do not care whether it is
the people of Utah, Colorado, Wyoming,
the United States, England, or any other
community or nation, political economy
says that they must export more than they
import, or the balance of trade will be
continually against them, and any coun-
try or community in that position will
be drained of the circulating medium,
and will be more or less impoverished
thereby. If a community wishes to become
wealthy, it must manage to produce not
only all it needs for the wants of its own
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members, but also to partially supply some
of the wants of its neighbors. This is sound
philosophy and political economy in any
community, and particularly so with the
Latter-day Saints. We have the elements
around us, from which with our own in-
dustry and economy all our wants can be
supplied in abundance, if our labor is ap-
plied in the right direction, which can only
be done by laboring unitedly and accord-
ing to the counsel that may be given us by
the Lord through his servants. By taking
this course we can produce almost every-
thing necessary for our own consumption
and a great deal to export.

We have commenced in this order, and
some of our settlements have progressed
more than others; and I am glad to believe
that we are drifting in the right direction.
I hope to see this work continue, and can
promise the blessing of the Almighty upon
those who will persevere therein. They will
succeed if they are wise and do as they are
told, and they will be blessed of the Lord
and will come off victorious.

These things are worthy of our atten-
tion, they constitute part of the building
up of the kingdom of God on the earth.
It is a material kingdom, and not some-
thing ethereal that we cannot comprehend
nor have any part or lot in. It involves
our everyday life, labor and duty, just as
we pass along; it is not beyond our reach,
but is right within the purview of our abil-
ity to accomplish to a certain extent. We
cannot jump at a single leap to its fulness;
but the small wedges break the big rock.
Drill the holes here and there, then put in
the wedges and tap them lightly, and after
awhile these taps will break the big rock in
two. That is the way the Lord has worked
with this people. We commenced small,
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