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I do not know that I ever beheld a

more pleasing sight than that which I be-

hold here today. So many children, of

both sexes, most of them born in this

Territory, assembled here to offer up a

song of praise to God our heavenly Fa-

ther. To hear their childish voices chime

in with the voices of those who are older

and more experienced, is really some-

thing that I admire, and intelligence can-

not refrain from doing so.

I am pleased at the opportunity that

is offered me on this occasion. I do not

expect to detain you any length of time.

Be this, however, as the Spirit of the

Lord may direct. I listened to some very

excellent remarks in the former part of

the day, and I will say that if the loaf

has been broken by more able and com-

petent hands than mine, it will not be

unbecoming in me to try and gather up

some of the fragments, that we may en-

joy the whole.

Here, perhaps, are some five thou-

sand of the rising generation before

me who, in future time, will become

actors upon the stage of life. How

important it is that their characters

be formed so as not only to reflect

honor upon their parents, but also

upon the cause of Zion in which we are

engaged. How beautiful it is to see

the rising generation growing up in in-

telligence, and in good will and kind-

ness one toward another. As our settle-

ments spread to the east, west, north

and south, a certain element appears

therein which some of you may under-

stand and recognize by the name of mod-

ern civilization. This element, which

seems to be uncongenial with the spirit

of purity, righteousness and integrity,

has reached down as far as our place,

and it seems that nothing will satisfy

it short of saloons, grog shops, whiskey

holes, and other concomitants of modern

civilization. I want to say to our young

friends—avoid these dens as you would

avoid the source of pestilence, keep far

away from them, and betake yourselves

to learning. No doubt you do, but there

are some, perhaps, who do not to the

extent that they might. Instead of be-

ing in the streets of a night, making un-

earthly noises, as some do, seemingly un-

der the influence of modern civilization,

keep at your homes, study your books,

and spend your time in improving your

minds. Sometimes, when preaching in

different parts of the Territory, while the


