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congregation were listening to the words

that were being spoken, I have seen our

little boys in the streets playing at ball,

or engaging in other recreations, and

while such a course has been innocent on

their part, it has been an evidence to me

that they have not received that atten-

tion and instruction from their parents

which I consider parents owe to their

children; and while the parents would

seek to enjoy the words of life them-

selves, they have seemed to be thought-

less with regard to the whereabouts of

their children. This being the case, it is

necessary that we pay more particular

attention to our children, and to know

that they are at the house of God. To

be sure, children cannot profit by every

word that is spoken, their minds are not

capacious enough to comprehend every

idea that may be advanced; but every

once in a while, a word will take root

in their hearts, and grow, and this will

enable them the more readily to appreci-

ate and understand that which they may

hear in the future.

I realize that, as a parent, I have not

been so faithful and diligent in this re-

spect as I should have been, and I feel

that I am far from being a proper ex-

ample to my brethren and sisters; but

sometimes when I have been about to

open the meetings and have seen that all

my children were not there, what have I

done? I have left the stand, gone into the

streets and found my boys, and brought

them in and seated them in the congre-

gation, that they might not set an un-

worthy example before others. Not only

so, but sometimes when I have gone to

bed at an early hour mad, after hav-

ing had a nap, I have waked up about

the usual bed time and found my boys

not at home, I have got up and gone

into the streets in search of them, and

have searched until I have found them

and brought them home.

I feel that, as parents, we cannot be-

stow too much attention upon those who

are rising up to inherit our responsibil-

ities and to bear off the kingdom in the

eyes of all the nations of the earth. I

know that I come short of my duty in

this respect, but I am trying to fulfill it in

this as well as in many other directions,

and I cannot rest, either day or night un-

less I know where my children are, and

what they are doing. By following the

dictates of this feeling I have been able,

under the blessing of God, to rejoice in

the society of my children, both morn-

ing and evening, and to know where they

are; and I have proved that they will

learn to respect the wishes of their par-

ents, and now I have the pleasure to hear

them say—"Father, may I go out to such

a place tonight?" and they will set one

hour or two hours. I reply, "Yes, if you

will go nowhere else, and behave your-

selves and make no disturbance in the

streets, go, and God bless you, but return

at the time you say. I will sit up until you

come home, then we will have prayers

together before we go to bed." It is very

pleasing to me to call my wives and

children together in the morning and to

spend a fewminutes in giving them a few

words of kindly instruction. I have prac-

ticed it until it is as much of a pleasure

to me as it is to eat my breakfast when I

have a good one, and I feel lost without

it. I say to this requirement and to that

requirement—Stand aside until I dis-

charge this duty. I do not make these re-

marks because I wish to showmyself any

better than anybody else; but if there is

any blessing or benefit, brethren and sis-

ters, to be derived from what I have said


