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you are abundantly welcome to it, and
to act upon it, or something similar to it
that your own better wisdom may devise,
but do not neglect to cultivate the tender
minds of your children.

It is good to have Sabbath schools; they
are a source of amusement and recreation
as well as of mental and intellectual im-
provement and development. But is this
all that is necessary and needful? Our day
schools should not be neglected. What are
we here for but to raise up children and
endow and qualify them for future useful-
ness? Says one— "It costs so much to keep
up schools.” It costs some persons some-
thing to do it, then there are others who let
a school bill be about the last one they pay,
and after having availed themselves of the
labors of a teacher for the benefit of their
children they allow him to go unrewarded
until his ambition sinks within him, and
he concludes to go to some other business,
and thus we deprive ourselves of the best
class of school teachers, and we have to put
up with persons of second- or third-rate
ability. We ought to employ the best talent
that can be procured as school teachers. I
have been through the world considerably,
one time and another, but I have never yet
seen a city in which a good educational sys-
tem was maintained in which the people
suffered in character or prestige, or where
poverty was increased in consequence
thereof; but it has added to their influence
and prestige and improved their morals,
and surely if heaven will thus prosper the
efforts of parents to educate their children
there is no reason why we should not go
into it a little stronger than we do.

Perhaps you who dwell in this
city are far in advance of those who
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dwell in other parts of the Territory—my
remarks are more particularly intended
for us country people, who do not live
in the full blaze and refulgence of intel-
ligence, but away yonder in the corners,
on the outskirts and in the by-places, for
I know that many among us do not pay
that attention to education that we should
do. Suppose that in a coming day we
come up before our heavenly Father and
say— “Father, thy pound hath gained ten
pounds, or five pounds,” as the case may
be. “T have acquired so much and have laid
it up in store.” Another one says—“Father,
I have here those whom thou gavest me,
and have lost none of them; they are all
here. I have no gold or silver, but I have
gems, in the persons of these children; they
are bright and intelligent, and are calcu-
lated to radiate society wherever they are.
I have bestowed everything upon them
which I could command to improve and
elevate them, and I have withheld no op-
portunity from them.” I am inclined to
the opinion that the latter would receive
much more commendation than the for-
mer, though he heaped together millions,
especially if his children were not educated.

“But,” says one, “I am poor and can-
not do it.” Well, so far as my experience
has gone, those who are willing and de-
termined to educate their children gener-
ally find the means to do it, while those
who complain of poverty, as a general
thing, make poverty the scapegoat to
bear of their unwillingness to teach and
instruct their children, or to put them
in the way of instruction. Now breth-
ren, what shall we do? I would suggest to
all parents—I do not mean those in this
city particularly, for I am not called to
instruct with regard to these things here,
yet if any are disposed to be benefited
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