
354 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

thine altars, killed thy Prophets, and I

am left here alone, and they seek my

life." The answer of the Lord was—"I

have reserved to myself seven thousand

men who have never bowed the knee to

the image of Baal." Whether that has ref-

erence to any characters that were not

to pass away, but that were to live and

be witnesses in the earth and bring their

testimony to a focus in the last days—the

days in which we live—to make the truth

of God blaze like the light of heaven upon

all the world I cannot say, I do not know;

but the Lord has not left himself with-

out a witness, and some of you will no

doubt recollect that, three or four years

ago, I told the Saints in this Tabernacle

that the testimony in favor of the truth

of "Mormonism" would increase and that

the source of evidence in its favor would

multiply and grow stronger. Now we

hear of a remarkable movement that has

recently commenced among the Indians.

Before proceeding further on this sub-

ject I will say that we have labored in

our weakness among the Indians, try-

ing to convert them from the error of

their ways, and to persuade them to

cease shedding blood, committing depre-

dations on the white people, and to turn

their attention to agriculture. I recol-

lect going away up here to Snake River

to visit a settlement that had been made

there for the purpose of instructing the

Indians in agriculture, and, if possible,

to reclaim them from their disposition

to steal and shed blood. I have also

been to other places where similar ef-

forts have been made; but we have not

been able to accomplish much. I do

not say that no good was done—perhaps

some little good was done. But it seems

that the time had not come for the means

to be brought into requisition which

Heaven had ordained to be used in the

reformation of the Lamanites. For some

time past, the Indians have been telling

us very strange stories. They say that

certain strange men have visited them

and spoken to them, and have taught

them what to do in order to be saved

in the kingdom of God. Strange men

have come to and talked with them per-

haps an hour at a time, and while the

Indians are looking at them they vanish

out of sight, and they know not where

they go. I do not know that it is so, but

this is what the Indians declare and tes-

tify to, and I am a little inclined to be-

lieve that there is something in it, for

you know the Apostle Paul, in speaking

to his brethren, said—"Be not forgetful

to entertain strangers, for thereby some

have entertained angels unawares." Per-

haps one of these old men might come

along in disguise, incognito, not in his

real character, and appear like any other

man, clad as any other man, and stay

overnight with some of the brethren.

Some say that the "Mormons" have

no Priesthood, power or authority from

God; but if this be so why do these

good old men who go to the Indians

send them to the "Mormons" to be bap-

tized? Why do they not send them to the

Methodists? You have Methodists, Pres-

byterians, Episcopalians and Catholics

right here in town, why do not these

men who come to instruct the Indians

tell them to go to some of these bodies

to get baptized? It is singular that they

should tell them to go to the Latter-day

Saints. It is a good deal like the angel

who told Cornelius to send to the house

of one Simon a tanner, and call for Si-

mon surnamed Peter, and he would tell

him words whereby he and his house

might be saved. Why send to Peter when

Cornelius and his house lived among


