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own spirits, when we have the weapons

right here? Not carnal weapons, not

the sword, not the deadly rifle, but we

have something more potent—the sword

of the Spirit. This is our means of self-

defense and self-protection, and let us

use it. I have tried it. Not that I have

any reason to boast, but I have great rea-

son to be thankful to God my heavenly

Father. I do know that when we want

anything special, if we will make that a

subject of continual pleading; if we will

go into our closets and shut the door, and

lay the matter before the God that made

us, lay our hearts, as it were upon the al-

tar and importune at his feet, in process

of time he will hear us and avenge our

wrongs, no matter what the wicked do or

how much they may rage; and there is

no subject on the face of the earth that is

exempt from the influence of our prayers,

high or low, rich or poor, noble or ignoble.

Let us exercise ourselves in this di-

rection and teach our children to do the

same. You know it is said that the reli-

gious world despair of converting us old

Mormons, us old heads who are dyed

in the wool; but they hope to convert

our children by insidiously sending their

missionaries to establish schools in our

midst, by which they hope to entice and

win their tender minds over to their

side. That is the tack they are tak-

ing. Well, brethren and sisters, you do

your duty toward your children; pray

for them morning and evening; instruct

them by means of little short sermons

every day, then you may turn them out

to go to school if you like, as far as

I am concerned, even to our friends of

the sectarian world, and if they can ex-

ert a stronger influence than you with

your prayers and instruction, and the

parental tie that binds them to you, it

will be something very singular, and I do

not believe they can do it.

One young minister, a very kind, gen-

tlemanly man, has appeared among us

down in Sanpete. I have not a word to

say against his morality or behavior, it

is all very nice, and to all appearance he

is a polished gentleman. He has spoken

in several of our settlements, and, in his

way, has endeavored to teach the peo-

ple. Said I, on one occasion, to Bishop

Peterson, "What did you think of that

man's sermon last night?" I did not hap-

pen to be there. Brother Peterson's reply

was—"So far as morality was concerned

it could not be beat; but when you come

to doctrine and principle he was entirely

ignorant. Our little children know bet-

ter." In order that this minister might be

properly posted with regard to some of

our doctrines, I took the liberty of send-

ing him the Deseret News, containing

an excellent argumentative discourse by

brother Orson Pratt. I did that for the

purpose of informing his mind in refer-

ence to the arguments he would have

to meet and controvert if he successfully

prosecuted his labors in this country. I

hope and I expect that he read it, for

it certainly would not do anybody any

harm to read it.

Brethren and sisters, I will not de-

tain you longer. My remarks have per-

haps been a little scattering, but scatter-

ing shot sometimes hit more birds than

a rifle shot. Suffice it to say, you have my

best wishes for your success and pros-

perity. May peace be with you, and God

bless you and me, and the Twelve, and

the servants of God with whom we have

labored from the beginning; and may our

lives be spun out as long as they tend to

the honor and glory of God. And that we

may obtain a mansion and crown in the

realms of bliss, is my prayer in the name

of Jesus. Amen.


