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God, and our efforts should be as the ef-

forts of one man for the accomplishment

of his purposes.

We meet together in Conference for

the express purpose of taking these mat-

ters into consideration, and of being in-

structed in our duties and in the require-

ments made upon us by our heavenly Fa-

ther in spreading forth his Gospel among

the nations, that the honest in heart

therein may hear and embrace them and

be gathered out with the Saints, and

thus have a better opportunity of accom-

plishing their mission upon the earth. I

esteem such opportunities as the present

as glorious, and as a means of great

blessing to us all. How is it possible

for us to build up God's kingdom on the

earth unless he directs our labors, and

bestows upon us the influence and guid-

ance of his Holy Spirit? It is not possi-

ble; and as the labor which he requires

of us is of the greatest interest and im-

portance to us, and indeed to all of the

inhabitants of the earth, it behooves us

to seek diligently unto him that we may

become the honored instruments in his

hands of building up his kingdom. This

is no mere fancy or chimera on the part

of the Latter-day Saints. We know that

among the sects of the Christian world

there is nothing certain about the life

to come, or about their acceptance with

God. The most they attain to in this

respect is a mere hope—they hope they

are accepted, and they trust their sins

are forgiven; but with the faithful Latter-

day Saints the case is very different—

they know and can bear testimony by the

gift and power of God that they are right

in his sight; they know they have re-

ceived the everlasting Gospel; they know

that they are laboring in accordance

with his mind and will, and they know

that they are building up his kingdom

here on the earth. This knowledge is a

source of joy unspeakable to the Saints,

and possessing it they can leave native

lands, homes and possessions, parents,

friends and everything they value and

hold dear, if necessary, in order to per-

form and accomplish the labor which the

Lord requires at their hands.

The principles which have been laid

before us this morning in regard to

our becoming a self-sustaining people,

are plain and easy to be comprehended.

They are self-evident to every reflect-

ing mind, and are worthy of our earnest

attention, for while we are dependent

upon others for this, that and the other

which is indispensable to our well-being

and comfort, we can plainly see that our

course is not only not the most advan-

tageous to ourselves, but also that it is

not the most pleasing to our heavenly

Father, for in the revelations given by

him in the early rise of this Church, his

Saints were requested to pursue such a

course in their home affairs as would

make them self-sustaining. We have

seen times in our experience here in this

Territory, when it has been extremely

difficult for us to obtain from abroad

many things which we needed, and there

is little doubt that we shall see such

times again in the future; hence the very

great necessity to adopt a policy in re-

gard to temporal matters that will free

us from the inconveniences that would

arise in such a contingency, and that can

only be done by producing as far as pos-

sible, according to our circumstances and

the possibilities of our climate and Terri-

tory, everything that we need to sustain

ourselves in comfort and convenience.

In the Gospel we find a rem-

edy for every evil. A faithful ob-

servance of its principles will even-

tually free and deliver us from the


