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consequence of every evil practice; and

the principles of the Gospel we believe in

are easy to adopt, and they are as appli-

cable to a community as to an individ-

ual. We are told that in union there is

strength; then, if as a community we will

go to and, as the heart of one man, carry

out the counsels of the servants of God,

it will be easy for us to avoid any diffi-

culties which we otherwise might have to

encounter. A glance at matters abroad in

the world will show the difficulties which

the people everywhere have to contend

with, and if we could trace them to their

source, we should no doubt find that they

arise through the absence of the princi-

ple of union; and one of the principal rea-

sons of the great difference between us

and them is, that we observe this prin-

ciple much more generally and perfectly

than they do, and hence we free our-

selves from many of the difficulties and

troubles under which they labor. This

union will become stronger among us,

in temporal as well as spiritual affairs,

in proportion as we observe and keep

the commandments and counsels of our

heavenly Father. He has said that his

Saints should become the richest of all

people. But how will this be brought

about? If we follow our former notions,

and the notions of the world in general,

what more can we do than they have

done? We might say, simply, that we

could bring about the very same result

here as they have there; but that would

not spread comfort and happiness, so far

as temporal things are concerned, among

the whole of his people, and hence if his

promise unto us on this subject is ever

fulfilled, it will only be by our following

his counsel in all things.

How thankful we should be that

we live in an age of the world when

God is again willing to speak to his

people, and to tell them what he requires

of them! I say, what a blessing this is to

the Saints, and to the whole world if they

would receive it! But it is written that as

it was in the days of Noah, so should it

be in the days of the coming of the Son

of Man. This was verily so—the people

were not willing to hearken to him, they

would not believe his testimony, neither

would they receive his counsel. It is

measurably so in our own times. The

world at large manifest the same unwill-

ingness to receive the counsel of heaven

as they have done in any preceding age.

But a few have been ready and willing

to receive the testimony of the servants

of God, and they have been gathered out

from the nations for the express purpose

of preparing themselves for the coming

of the Lord, and to engage in the la-

bor of building up his kingdom upon the

earth, and also to do a work for the sal-

vation of those who have gone before.

Then it is for us as Latter-day Saints,

to hearken to the voice of God, and to

give diligent heed to all things which

he has proclaimed to, and which he re-

quires of, us in these days. If we take

this course, his blessings, which have

been bestowed upon us liberally in the

past, will be dispensed more abundantly.

In these things we have a right to re-

joice, and as Saints of the Most High

God we do rejoice in the knowledge of

the fact that his hand has been over us

from the day that the Church was orga-

nized with six members unto the present

time. His hand has been visibly mani-

fest in our behalf, and his blessings have

been showered upon us, and we have

been led by his power and dictated by

his servants all the day long. If this

had not been so, we should not have

occupied the enviable position which

we occupy today, our enemies would


