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SELF-RELIANCE—HELP THE FEEBLE—KEEP OUT OF DEBT

DISCOURSE BY ELDER ERASTUS SNOW, DELIVERED AT THE FORTY-FIFTH ANNUAL
CONFERENCE OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS, IN THE
NEW TABERNACLE, SALT LAKE CITY, WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 7, 1875
Reported by David W. Evans

If I can be heard I desire to make my-
self understood, for I have a few reflec-
tions to present to the people. I love this
people, because I am persuaded that the
very great majority of them are seeking
after truth. We desire to improve and to
pursue the path that will lead us onward
and upward in the scale of being, to de-
velop the powers within us that pertain
to the Godhead, created as we are in his
image, bearing in mind this injunction of
one of the Apostles—“Let this same mind
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
Who, when he found himself in the form
of God, thought it no robbery to be equal
with him.” No other people that I have
any knowledge of upon the earth have such
faith, such aspirations, such hope for the
future as the Latter-day Saints possess, as is
taught us in the sacred books of our holy re-
ligion, and as was taught us by the Prophet
Joseph Smith, and which are manifested by
the Holy Ghost in us. We look for greater
things than any other people; and we must
labor to develop within ourselves and with-
in our children the gifts and powers that
are within us, and which are embraced in
our faith. Anything, therefore, that serves to
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stultify us in anywise tend downward
rather than upward.

The subject of self-reliance was spoken
of this morning, in our individual capacity
and in our family relationships; yesterday
brother Wells gave us some very excel-
lent instructions, some beautiful truths,
touching national or political economy,
portraying the necessity that exists for
nations, or communities like ours, becom-
ing self-sustaining, self-reliant, and taking
a course to be free from bondage and op-
pression and of being needlessly beholden
to others, and, instead of letting our eyes
wander to the ends of the earth, lusting
after everything we see or hear of, edu-
cating and training ourselves to so curtail
our wants that we can supply them by our
own industry. What is true of nations and
communities is true of individuals, and the
principles applicable in one case are so in
the other; and unless these principles are
appreciated and applied in our individual
and family capacity, they will not be in our
larger national capacities. As communities,
that which stands chiefly in our way is the
pride of life—the natural ambition that is
within us, which in and of itself is a godlike
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