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We have met together, as is our wont,

on this Conference occasion, to speak

and to hear, to deliberate, to reflect, and

to teach principles and doctrines that

are calculated to benefit and bless, to

comfort, cheer and direct the Saints of

the Most High, here and throughout the

world. But in our meetings, and in our

teachings and instructions we need, to-

day as much as we ever did, to be un-

der the guidance and direction of the

Almighty. There is no man living, and

there never was a man living, who was

capable of teaching the things of God

only as he was taught, instructed and

directed by the spirit of revelation pro-

ceeding from the Almighty. And then

there are no people competent to receive

true intelligence and to form a correct

judgment in relation to the sacred prin-

ciples of eternal life, unless they are un-

der the influence of the same spirit, and

hence speakers and hearers are all in the

hands of the Almighty.

We are met together for the pur-

pose of trying to benefit each other,

old and young, and the generation

thus now lives, the generations that

have lived, and those who will live

hereafter; for there is something in

the Gospel of the Son of God that

is wide and expansive, and that extends

to all circumstances and situations in

life. It embraces the past, the present

and the future, and in its principles we,

both as individuals and as a commu-

nity, are immediately interested; and so

in fact are all the world, if they could

only comprehend the situation. We oc-

cupy a peculiar position among the na-

tions of the earth. Our faith and its

doctrines and principles are different

from those of any other religious body

in many particulars; our prospects, our

hopes of the future, and our ideas re-

specting man's present and past differ

very materially from the ideas on the

same subjects which are entertained by

other people. We are not the origina-

tors of the peculiar ideas that we believe

in, or of the peculiar doctrines which

we inculcate. We happen to live in an

age of the world when, in the econ-

omy of God, certain principles have to

be introduced for the accomplishment

of his purposes, as a part of the great

work he has been engaged in from the

time before the world was framed, or

"the morning stars sang together for

joy." Certain events have to be brought

about; certain circumstances have to

transpire; certain doctrines have to


