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be made known, that we may operate in

our day with the Almighty in the accom-

plishment of his designs. The principles

of salvation are not so narrow and con-

tracted as some men suppose. God is

not contracted in his ideas, feelings, or

general dealings with the human fam-

ily. The Scriptures say that "we are all

his offspring," no matter who we are, or

when or where we lived upon the earth.

God is the God and Father of all flesh,

and consequently he feels interested in

the welfare of all humanity, no matter of

what age, clime, nation or people; and

he has seen proper in the last days, in

which we live, to reveal certain princi-

ples which were revealed in former ages

to other peoples and under other circum-

stances; and as it was in former days,

so in these—he has given these revela-

tions to man for the accomplishment of

his designs upon the earth; hence these

revelations are of great importance, and

while we are called to take an active part

in bringing to pass certain events in the

program of the Almighty, we are as much

dependent upon him for guidance, suste-

nance, intelligence and protection as any

other people, and before we get through

we shall find out that it is not in man

to direct his own steps. We are all of

us dependent, for all things, upon our

heavenly Father. We are only an integral

part of, and are operating in and with

others, according to our intelligence, in

our sphere, in the great plan which God

organized before the world was, and in

which all mankind, of all ages and na-

tions, are deeply interested.

We talk about the Gospel of the

Son of God, and there are many

curious ideas and theories preva-

lent among mankind in relation to

it. The Gospel is not something

new, or that never existed until Jesus

Christ came upon the earth; but it is

an eternal principle, and it has a Priest-

hood associated with it which, like the

Gospel itself, is without beginning of

days or end of years. When God orga-

nized the world he had in his mind cer-

tain ideas and plans which he calculated

to bring about in relation to the inhab-

itants who should live upon it; and the

first great commandment that was given

to them was to "be fruitful, multiply, and

to replenish the earth, to have domin-

ion over the beasts of the field, the fowls

of the air, and everything that creeps

upon the face of the earth." Man was cre-

ated in the image of God, and he was

the offspring of Deity himself, and con-

sequently made in his likeness; and be-

ing made in that likeness, he was a son

of God, and the very object of his be-

ing planted upon the earth was that he

might multiply. Why? That the spir-

its which had existed with their heav-

enly Father might have tabernacles to

inhabit and becomemortal, and, through

the possession of these tabernacles and

the plan of salvation, that they might

be raised to greater dignity, glory and

exaltation than it would be possible for

them to enjoy without these; and hence,

though a man was made a little lower

than the angels, the time will come when

he will be a little higher than many an-

gels, for the Apostle says, in speaking

of those who had received the Gospel,

"Know ye not that ye shall judge angels?"

God had a purpose, therefore, in the or-

ganization of this earth, and in the plac-

ing of man upon it, and he has never de-

viated one hair to the right or to the left

in regard to man and his destiny from

that time until the present. He is eternal

and unchangeable, and so are his ideas

in regard to the world that we inhabit

and mankind who live upon it; and he


