
for instance, occupied a peculiar posi-
tion in his day, before the flood, when the 
imaginations of the hearts of the people 
were evil. In that day God endowed men 
with the spirit of revelation and proph-
ecy, and they went forth and proclaimed 
to the people the same Gospel that we are 
proclaiming now. And Enoch gathered to-
gether his people and they were taught of 
God by the everlasting Priesthood, which 
holds the keys of the mysteries of the rev-
elations of God, and which has done so in 
every age of the world whenever it has ex-
isted. Those men were taught of God; but 
they could not stop the evil nor stem the 
march and progress of iniquity, but they 
could gather together those who would be 
obedient to the revelations of God, and 
they did gather them together, and Enoch 
and his city being perfected, and the world 
doomed to destruction, the Lord moved 
them out of the way, and the rumor went 
forth—“Zion is fled.” They were taken up 
out of the way of the world into the keep-
ing of the Almighty. Then came the Flood, 
then came many other events, and finally 
Joseph Smith came, through whom God 
revealed the principles by which he gov-
erns the world. Joseph knew nothing about 
these things until the Lord revealed them. 
There was nothing particular about him, 
he was a man like the balance of us. But 
the Lord, for certain reasons of his own, I 
suppose, selected him to be his mouthpiece 
to the nations in this age of the world. 
Perhaps Joseph, as well as many others, was 
set apart to a certain office before the world 
was. Christ was the Lamb slain from be-
fore the foundation of the world. Abraham 
was set apart to his office, and a great many 
others in the same way; and Joseph Smith 
came to do his work.

What was that work? Why things 
seemed to be changed around in a great 
measure here from what they were in early 
days. God said to Adam—“Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth.” 
What does he say now? He says—“Build 
Temples! Build Temples!!” What for? “To 
accomplish certain purposes that I had in 
my mind before the world was; that you 
may operate for yourselves, that you may 
be instructed therein in the laws of life—
the laws pertaining to your bodies and to 
your spirits; the laws pertaining to the liv-
ing and the dead.” Principles in which all 
mankind that have ever lived or that ever 
will live are interested. The Lord took Lehi 
and his family, and planted them upon this 
continent, and they increased and spread 
abroad, and the Lord revealed unto them 
his law; and after Jesus left the Continent 
of Asia, he came here and organized his 
Church and made the people acquainted 
with the principles of truth, as he did on 
the other continent, only more so, for they 
had more light, revelation and intelligence 
here than there, and they lived in union 
and harmony here for more than two hun-
dred years. They had all things in common 
one with another, and covetousness was in 
a great measure destroyed. The great secret 
of their success in this direction was that, 
“they dealt justly one with another.”

Well, these various Priesthoods that 
have existed, and these Prophets that 
have lived, such for instance as Nephi, 
Alma, Lehi, Mahoni, Moroni, Mormon 
and others, were taught and instructed in 
the principles of life and the laws of God, 
and they have left their testimony on re-
cord, and we have it here, in the Book  
of Mormon. They administered here  
in time, and they are all administer- 
ing in eternity, and they are operating
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