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he upon us. He was indebted to God;

and we are indebted to God and to him

for all the intelligence that we have on

these subjects. Who in this generation

knew anything about Temples and their

uses until Joseph revealed it? Nobody.

Who knew anything about baptism for

the dead until then? Nobody. Who knew

anything about the past or the future?

Why, when I commenced to preach this

Gospel, years ago, it was enough to damn

anybody to even mention the principle of

revelation. In this enlightened age we

were so far ahead of God that we could

have a religion without him, and could go

to heaven without him; we did not want

any revelation from, or communication

with, God. But the Gospel brings us into

communication with God, and makes us

one with him and with those who have

operated before; and those holy men of

God who have lived in the various ages

feel interested in our welfare, and they

are watching over us, and we are bet-

ter taken care of than many of us think

for. Many of us are careless, thought-

less, heedless, reckless, unbelieving and

full of doubts and anxiety; but God has

given his angels charge concerning us

lest we should dash our foot against a

stone. God's bowels of mercy have been

extended to us in spite of our wayward-

ness, folly, weakness, corruption and im-

becility.

We have an organization that was

planned and ordained by the Almighty.

We have the First Presidency—

President Brigham Young, set apart by

God to occupy the position that he does,

and his Counsel. Who told men about

such an organization as this? God. What

did we know about it till then? Noth-

ing. Who knew about the organization

of the Twelve? Nobody. Who knew

about an organization of High Priests?

Nobody, yet they had them in various

ages of the world, according to the record

that we have. Who knew about an or-

ganization of Seventies, and of the vari-

ous Quorums of the Priesthood, and the

duties that should devolve upon them?

Nobody. Who knew about the orga-

nization of Bishops? Nobody. Have

they not got Bishops? Yes, but they

are not in the right place, and they are

not bishops, they call them so, but they

are not bishops. I remember introduc-

ing brother Hunter to a gentleman in

Provo. "Mr. So and So," said I, "this

is Bishop Hunter, our presiding Bishop

here. In England you have your lords

spiritual, but," said I, "this is our lord

temporal, and he attends to the affairs

of our bread and cheese," &c. But else-

where their bishops are made spiritual

officers, which Bishops were never in-

tended for. Who knew anything about

other organizations of the Priesthood

that we have, such as Elders, Priests,

Teachers, Deacons, and their various du-

ties? Nobody. Where did this originate?

With God. Where is the pattern? In

the heavens. When will this Priesthood

cease? Never. It originated with God,

and when we get through with the af-

fairs of time you will find just the same

organization, the same Priesthood, the

same power, the same principles that ex-

ist here. Why? Because the things which

exist in the Church of God here are pat-

terns of those which exist in the heav-

ens. God said to Moses—"See that thou

make all things according to the pattern

that I showed thee in the mount." The

pattern that we have is a pattern of that

which exists in the heavens, the orga-

nization of the Priesthood that will ex-

ist throughout eternity. And these are

heavenly things committed to us in the

flesh for our benefit, and for the benefit of


